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the manner in which this Frag- 
ment is mentioned in the 
Monthly Review for Septem- 
ber, 1794, Page 21, as i has 


been an inducement for offer- 


mg this tranſlation to- the 

public, will alſo, in ſome de- 

gree, apologize for ils preſent 

title,; whach, i is apprehend- 

ed, may appear quaint and 
mnſegmpficant. - 
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GHOST-SEER, 


N my return to Courland in 

the year 17.. ſometime avout 

the Carnival, I vifited the Prince 
of ....... at Venice. We had 
been - acquainted in the ........ 
ſervice, and we renewed here an 
intimacy which had been inter- 
rupted by the reſtoration of peace. 
A As 
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As I wiſhed to ſee the curioſities of 
this city, and as the Prince was 
2 waiting only for the arrival of 
| remittances to return to his native 
country, he eaſily prevailed on 
me not to depart before him. We 
agreed not to ſeparate during the 


time of our reſidence at Venice, 
and the Prince was ſo kind as to 
accomodate me at his lodgings at 
the Moor, | 


As the ſmall revenues of the 
. Prince did not permit him to 
maintain the dignity of his rank, - 
he lived at Venice iacognito. Two 


noblemen, in whom he had entire 


confidence, compoſed all his reti- 
nue, 


* 
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nue. He ſhunned expences how- 
ever, more from inclination than 
economy. He avoided all kinds of 
diverſions, and though he was but 


thirty- five years old, he had reſiſted 
the numerous attractions of this 
voluptuous city. To the charms 
of the fair ſex he was wholly indif- 
ferent. A ſettled gravity and a 
proſound melancholy were the 
prominent features of his charac- 
ter, His paſſions were tranquil, 
but obſtinate to exceſs. He formed 
his attachments with caution and 
timidity, but when once formed 
they were permanent and cordial. 
In the midſt of a tumultuous crowd 
he walked: alone. Occupied by 

A 2 his 
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his own viſionary ideas, he often 
was a ſtranger to the world about 
him. Senſible of the deficiency 
of his own judgment, he was ap. 
to give an unwarrantable prefer- 
ence to the judgment of others. 
Though far from being weak, no 
man was more liable to be govern- 
ed. When conviction, however, had 
once entered his mind, he became 
firm and deciſive; equally courage- 
ous to combat an acknowledged 
prejudice, and to die for a new one, 


As he was the third Prince of 
his houſe, he had no expectation 
of acquiring the ſovereignty, His 
ambition had never been awaken- 
ed; 


- 
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ed; his paſſions had taken another 
turn. He read much, but without 


diſcrimination. As his education 
had been negledted, and as he had 
early entered the career of arms, 
his underſtanding had never come 
to maturity. Hence the know- 


ledge he afterwards acquired, 


ſerved but to increaſe the chaos 
of his ideas, becauſe it was builc 


on an unſtable foundation. 


Like the reſt of his family he 
profeſſed the Proteſtant religion, 
becauſe he was born im it. En- 


qui ry or inveſtigation he had never 


attempted, although at one period 
of his life be had been an enthu- 
ſiaſt. 
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ſiaſt. It is neceſſary to obſerve, 


that he had never been a free- 
maſon. 


One evening, as uſual, we were 


walking by ourſelves, well maſked, 
in the ſquare of St. Mark. It was 
late, and the crowd was diſperſing. 


The Prince obſerved a maſk which. 
followed us every where. This 
maſk was an Arminian, and walked. 
alone, We quickened'our ſteps, 
and by different turns endeavoured 
to loſe him. It was in vain, the 
maſk was always cloſe behind us. 
— * You have no intrigue here, I 

cc hope,“ 


: 
APE. ˙ erm & 


« —— 
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te hope,” ſaid the Prince at laſt, 


« the huſbands of Venice are dan- 


„ gerous,” © I do not know 
© a ſingle lady;” was my anſwer. 


Let us ſit down here, and 


ce ſneak German,” ſaid he, © I 
« fancy we are miſtaken for other 
« perſons,” We ſat down upon a 
ſtone bench, and expected the Ar- 
minian would have paſſed by, He 
came directly up to us, and placed 
himſelf cloſe by the Prince. The 
latter took . out his watch, and 


riſing at the ſame time, addreſſed 


me thus in French: © It is palt 
nine. Come, we forget that 
« we are waited for at the Louvre.” | 
This was only a pretence to de- 

ceive 


8 © "THE GHOST4SEER: 
ceive the Arminian,—* Nine!“ 
repeated the latter, in a ſlow and 


expreſſive voice, © Congratulate 


c yourſelf, my Prince;” (calling 


him by his real name) © he died 
«at nine.” In ſaying this he 


aroſe and went away, 


We looked at each other in a- 
mazement. 6 Who is dead ?” 
ſaid at laſt the Prince, after a long 
ſilence.— “ Tet us follow him,” re- 


plied I, “ and aſk for an explana- 


tion.” We ſearched every corner of 
the place; the maſk was no more to 


be found. We returned to our 


Hotel in diſappointment. The 


Prince did not ſpeak a word to me 
, 8 all 


„rn 
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all the way. He walked on ata 
little diſtance by himſelf, and as 
he told me afterwards, the con- 
flict within him was violent. — 
Having reached home he began at 
length to ſpeak : It is laugha- 
ce ble,” ſaid he, © that a madman 
<« ſhould have the power of diſ- 

© 'turbing a man's tranquillity by 

% two words,” We wiſhed each 
other a good night, and when in 
my own apartment, I noted down 
in my pocket- book, the day and the 
hour when this adventure hap- 

pened. It was on a Thurſday. 


— —— in KI. , 


— —ͤ ͤ——ꝛ —-ĩ 


— —— —— — 


* * 


The next evening the Prince 
ſaid to me: © Will you go with 


5 nne 2 


cc me 
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% me to the Square of St. Mark, 
« and ſeek for our myſterious Ar- 
« minian? I long to ſee this co- 
* medy unravelled.” I conſented. 
We walked in the place till eleven. 
The Arminian was no where to be 
ſeen. We repeated our walk the 
four following nights, and every 
time with the ſame ſucceſs. 


La) 


On the ſixth evening as we went 
out of the Hotel, whether deſign- 
edly or otherwiſe I cannot recol- 
lect, I told the ſervants where we 
might be found in caſe we ſhould 


be aſked for. The Prince re- 
marked my precaution, and appro- 
ved of it with a ſmile, We found 
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the place very much crowded.— 
Scarcely had we advanced thirty 
ſteps, when I perceived the Ar- 
minian, who was endeavouring to 
preſs through the crowd, and 
| ſeemed to ſeek for ſome perſon. 
We were juſt approaching him, 
when Baron F....., one of the 
Prince's retinue, came up to us 
quite breathleſs, and gave the 


Prince a letter : © It 1s ſealed with. 
e black,” ſaid he, © we ſuppoſed. 


e from this, that it contained 
«© matters of importance.“ I was. 


ſtruck as with a thunderbolt, The 


Prince went near a torch and be- 
gan to read. My couſin is 


« dead !” exclaimed he.. 
3 When 


. 
"I 6 ———— — .—— 


u» n,. 
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When?“ ſaid I; quickly inter- 
rupting him. He looked again 
into che letter.“ Laſt e 
A night ; at nine.” ; 


* 


We had not recovered from our 
ſurprize when the Arminian ſtood" 
before us. © You are known here, 
« my Prince!“ faid he. Haſ- 
«* ten to your Hotel. Tou will 


0 find there the Deputies of the 
« Senate, Do not heſitate to ac- 
ce cept the honour they intend to 
« offer you. Baron F... forgot 
« to tell you that your remittances 
« are arrived.” He diſappeared 


among the crowd, 5 


We 
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We haſtened home, and found 
every thing as the Arminian had 
told us. Three noblemen of the 
Republic were waiting to pay their 
reſpects to the Prince, and to at- 
tend him to the Aſſembly, where 
the firſt nobility of the city were 
ready to receive him. He had 
hardly an opportunity of giving 
me a hint to be on the watch. 


About eleven o'clock at night 
he returned. On entering the 
room he appeared grave and 
thoughtful, He took me by. the 
hand, and having diſmiſſed the 
fervants : “ Count,” ſaid he, in the 
words of Hamlet: 
| [ « There 
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„ There are more things in heav'n and earth, 
„ Than are dreamt of in your philoſophy.” 


You ſeem to forget, my 
« Prince,” replied I, * that you 
« are going to bed a great deal 
ce richer in proſpet.” The de- 
ceaſed was the hereditary Prince. 


tc Do not mention it;“ ſaid the 
Prince, © If I ſhould even have 
acquired a crown, I am now 
cc too much engaged to think of 
cc ſuch a trifle, If this Arminian 
« has not merely gueſſed by 
© chance—— - 


« How can that be, my 
et Prince?“ interrupted I, — 
a 1 
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« I reſign all my hopes of roy- 
cc alty for a Monk's habit“ 


I have mentioned this purpoſely. 
to ſhew how far every ambitious 
idea was then diſtant from his 
thoughts. | 


The next evening we -went 
ſooner than common to the Square 
of St. Mark. A ſudden ſhower of 
rain obliged us to enter a Coffee- 
houſe, where we found a party en- 
gaged at cards, The Prince took 


his place behind the chair of a 
Spaniard to obſerve the game. I 
went into an adjacent chamber to 


read the newſpapers, I was ſoon 
| _ diſturbed 


- 
* 
47 
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diſturbed by a noiſe in the card- 
room. Previous to the entrance 
of the Prince, the Spaniard had 
been conſtantly loſing, but ſince 
that he had been regularly win— 
ning. The fortune of the game 
was reverſed in a ſtriking manner, 
and the Bank was in danger of be- 
ing challenged by the pointeur, 
who ſinee this ſudden change had 
become more adventurous. The 
Venetian who kept the Bank, ad- 
dreſſing the Prince in a very rude 
manner, told him that his preſence 
interrupted the fortune of the 
game, and that he ought to quit the 
table. The latter looked cooly at 
him, remained in his place, and 
preſerved 
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preſerved the ſame countenance, 
when the Venetian repeated his 
demand in French. He thought 
the Prince underſtood neither 
French or Italian; and addreſſing 
himſelf with a contemptuous ſneer 
to the company, ſaid : © Pray, 
e Gentlemen, tell me how I mult 
© make myſelf underſtood by this 
« fool.” At the ſame time he 
roſe, and prepared to ſeize the 
Prince by the arm, Patience for- 
fook the latter. He graſped the 
Venetian with a ſtrong arm, and 
threw him violently on the ground. 
The company roſe up in confuſion. 
At this noiſe I haſtily entered the 
room, and calling the Prince by 

B his 
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his name: Take care,” ſaid F 
imprudently; © we are at Ve- 
© nice.” The name of Prince, 
cauſed a general ſilence, which 
ended in a whiſpering that ſeemed 
to portend ſomething very diſa- 
greeable. All the Italians who 
were preſent divided into parties, 
and went aſide. One after the 
other left the room. We ſoon 
found ourſelves alone with the 
Spaniard and a few Frenchmen. 
« You are undone, my Prince,“ 
ſaid theſe, © if you do not imme- 
te diately leave the town. The 
Venetian whom you have treat- 
« ed ſo cavalierly, is rich enough 
S to hire a Bravo. It coſts him 
| « but 
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c but fifty zechins to ſend you 
« out of the world.” The Spa- 
niard offered, for the ſecurity of the 
Prince, to go for the watch, and 
to accompany us home, The 
Frenchmen propoſed to do the ſame. 
We were ſtill ſtanding and con- 
fidering what was to be done, 
when ſome officers of the Inqui- 
ſition entered the room. They 
ſhewed us an order of Government, 
which charged us both to follow 
them immediately. We arrived 
under a ſtrong eſcort at the canal, 
where a gondola was waiting for 
us. We embarked, and were blind- 
folded before we landed. They 


then led us up a large ſtone ſtair- 
B 2 caſe 
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caſe, and through a long turning 
alley over vaults, as I judged from 
the echoes that reſoundedunderour 
feet. At laſt we came to another 
ſtair-caſe, and having deſcended 
twenty ſix ſteps, we entered a ſpa- 
cious hall, where they took the 
bandage from our eyes. We found 
ourſelves in a circle of venerable 
old men, all dreſſed in black. The 
hall was hung round with black, 
and faintly illuminated. The dead 
filence which reigned in the aſ- 
ſembly, ſtruck us with horror. One 
of the old men, probably the firſt 


Inquiſitor, approached the Prince 
with an awful countenance, and 


laid, at the ſame moment ſhewing 
him 
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him the Venetian, who was juſt 
then brought forward; 


* Do you know this man to be 
the ſame who offended you at 
e the Coffee-houſe ?” 


« I do;” anſwered the Prince. 


— Then addreſſing the priſoner: 
« Is this the ſame perſon, whom 
e you meant to have aſſaſſinated 


« this night?“ 
The priſoner replied : © Yes.” 


In the ſame inſtant the circle 


opened, and we ſaw with horror 
35 the 
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the head of the Venetian immedi- 
ately ſevered from his body. 


ce Are you content with this 
<« ſatisfaction ?“ ſaid the Inqui- 
ſitor. The Prince fainted in the 
arms of his attendants. “ Go,” 
added the Inquiſitor, turning to 
me with a terrible voice, Go, 
*c and in future judge leſs incon- 
« ſiderately of the juſtice of 
| E « Venice.“ 


An unknown friend, it was evi- ' 

dent, had thus ſaved us from in- \ 

-evitable death, by interpoſing in 1 

: our behalf the active arm of juſ- 
«tice, but who 1 it was we could not 

| conjecture, 
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conjecture, Filled with terror we 
reached our Hotel. It was af- 


ter midnight. The Chamberlain 
2. ., impatiently waited for 


us at the door. 


te Tou did very well to ſend us a 
«© meſſage;” ſaid he to the Prince 


as he lighted us up. The news 
cc which Baron - - - - ſoon after 


<« brought us reſpecting you, from 
the Square of St. Mark, would 


* otherwiſe have given us the 


< greateſt uneaſineſs,” — 


e ſent you a meſſage? When? 
* I know nothing of it.“ 


B 4 cc This 
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This evening after eight, 
« you ſent us word, that we muſt 
© not be uneaſy, if you ſhould 
come home later than uſual.”'— 


The Prince looked at me.— 
& Perhaps you have taken this 
« precaution without mentioning 1 
c it to me?“ — | 


I knew nothing of it. 


. « It muſt be ſo, however,“ re- 
plied the Chamberlain, * ſince 
<« here is your repeating watch, i 
* which you ſent me as a mark of | 
authenticit y,'— 


The 
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The Prince put his hand to his 

pocket, It was empty, and he 
knew the watch to be his own, 


ce Who brought it?“ ſaid he in 
amazement.— 


« An unknown maſk in an Ar- 
* minian dreſs, who diſappeared 
cc immediately Ys 


We ſtood looking at each other. 
6 What do you think of this?” 


ſaid the Prince, at laſt, after a long 
ſilence. © I have a ſecret guardian 
ce here at Venice.“ 


The terrifying adventures of this 


night brought on the Prince a ſe- 
vere 


tr K 1 
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Vvere fever, which confined him a 
week. During this time our Hotel 
was crowded with Venetians and 
ſtrangers, who viſited the Prince 
from a deference to his new- 
ly-diſcovered rank, They vied 
with each other in offers of their 
ſervices, and it was not a little en- 
tertaining for us to obſerve, that 
the laſt viſitor ſeldom failed to 
hint ſome ſuſpicions derogatory to 
the character of the preceding one. 
Billets doux and arcana poured 
upon us from all quarters. Every 
one endeavoured to recommend 
himſelf in his own. way. Our ad- 


venture with the Inquiſition was 


8 no more mentioned, The Courr 
| of 
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-of - - - - wiſhing the Prince to 
delay his departure from Venice 


for ſome time, orders were ſent to 
| ſeveral Bankers to pay him con- 
ſiderable ſums of money. He 
was thus, againſt his will, enabled 
to protract his reſidence in Italy; 


and, at his requeſt, I alſo reſolved 
to remain ſome time longer. 


As ſoon as the Prince had reco- 
vered ſtrength enough to quit his 
chamber,. he was adviſed by his 
Phyſician to take an airing in a 
. gondola upon the Brenta, towhich, 
as the weather was ſerene, he 
readily conſented. On going in- 
to the boat he miſſed the key of 


2 


rm 
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a little cheſt in which very valua- 
ble papers were incloſed. We re- 
turned back to ſearch for it im- 


mediately. He very diſtinctly re- 


membered that he had locked the 


cheſt the day before, and he had 


never left the room in the interval. 
As our endeavours to find it pro- 
ved ineffectual, we were obliged 
to relinquiſh the ſearch in or- 
der to avoid delay. The Prince, 


' whoſe ſoul was elevated above 


ſuſpicion, declared the key to be 
loſt, and deſired that it might not 


be mentioned any more. 


Our little voyage was exceed- 


ingly agreeable, A pictureſque 


country, 


THE GHOST-SEER.” 29 
country, which at every winding 
of the river ſeemed to increaſe in 
richneſs and beauty ; the ſerenity 
of the ſky, which formed a May- 
day in the middle of February; 
the delightful gardens and elegant 
country-ſeats which adorned the 
banks of the Brenta; the majeſtic 
city of Venice behind us, with its 
lofty ſpires, and a grove of maſts, 
riſing as it were out of the waves; 
all this afforded us the moſt ſplen- 
did ſpectacle in the world. Wholly 
abandoned to the enchantment of 
nature's luxuriant ſcenery, our 
minds ſhared the hilarity of the 
day. The Prince himſelf loſt his 
wonted gravity, and vied with us 

in 


. 
"Þ. - 
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in our ſports and diverſions. On 


our landing, about two Italian 
miles from the city, we heard the 


- ſound of ſprightly muſic; it came 


from a ſmall village, at a little 


diſtance from the Brenta, where 


there was at that time a fair. As 
we advanced, we ſaw it crowded 
with company of every deſcription, 
A troop of young girls and boys, 
dreſſed in theatrical habits, wel- 
comed us in a pantomimical dance. 
The figure was entirely new.— 
Animation and grace attended 
their motions. Before the dance 
was concluded, the principal ac- 


'trels, who repreſented a Queen, 
ſtopped ſuddenly as if arreſted by 


: an 
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an inviſible arm. Herſelf and © 
thoſe around her were motionleſs. 


The muſic ceaſed. The aſſembly 


was ſilent. Not a breath was to 
be heard. The Queen ſtood with 
her eyes fixed on the ground in a 
deep ſtupefaction. On a ſudden 
ſhe ſtarted from her reverie, with 

the fury of one inſpired, and look- 
ing wildly around her: © A King 
« js among us!” ſhe exclaimed, 
taking her crown from her head, 
and laying. it at the feet of the 
Prince, Every one preſent caſt 
their eyes upon him, and doubt- 
ed for a moment whether there 
was any meaning in this farce; 
ſo much were they deceived 


by 
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by the impreſſive ſeriouſneſs of 
tae actreſs. Silence was at laſt 
broken by a general clapping of 

the hands, as a mark of appro- 
bation, I looked at the Prince, 
He was not a little diſconcerted, 
and endeavoured to eſcape the in- 
quiſitive eyes of the ſpectators, 


He threw money to the players, 
and haſtened out of the company. 


We had advanced but a few 

ſteps, when a. venerable Monk 
preſſing through the crowd, ſtopped 
the Prince in his way. My 
Lord!“ ſaid he, © give the holy 
© Virgin part of your gold. You 


will want her prayers.” He 
uttered 
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uttered theſe words in a tone of 


voice which ſtruck us extremely, 
and difappeared 1n the throng. 


In the mean time our company 
had increaſed. An Engliſh Lord, 


whom the Prince had ſeen before 
at Nice; ſome merchants of Leg- 
horn; a German Prebendary; a 
French Abbé with ſome Ladies; and 
a Ruſſian officer had joined us. 
The phyſiognomy of the latter had 
ſomething ſo uncommon as to at- 
tract our particular attention.— 
Never in my life did I fee ſuch 
various features, and ſo little ex- 
preſſion; ſo much attractive bene- 


volence, and fo much repelling 
== coldneſs 
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coldneſs in the ſame face. Fach 
paſſion ſeemed, by turns, to have 


exerciſed its ravages on it, and to 
have left it ſucceſſively. Nothing 


remained but the calm piercing 
look of a perſon deeply ſkilled in 
the ſcience of man; but it was 
ſuch a look as abaſhed every one 
on whom it was directed. This 
extraordinary man followed us at 
a diſtance, apparently taking but 
an indifferent part in all that had 
happened. 


We came to a Mountebank's 
ſtage. The ladies tried their for- 
tune. We followed their example. 


The Prince himſelf purchaſed a 
ticket. 
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ticket. He won a ſnuff-box,. I 
ſaw him turn pale in opening it.— 
It contained his loſt key. 


« How is this?” ſaid he to me, 


as we were for a moment alone. 
% A ſuperior power attends me. 


e Omniſcience ſurrounds me. An 


« inviſivle Being, that I cannot 
te eſcape, watches over my ſteps. 
ce ] muſt ſeek for the Arminian, 


ce and get information from him.” 


The ſun was ſetting when we 


came to the inn, where a ſupper 


had been prepared for us. The 
Prince's name had augmented our 


company to ſixteen, Beſides the 
C2 above- 
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above - mentioned perſons, there 
vas a Virtuoſo of Rome; ſome gen- 
tlemen of Switzerland, and an ad- 
venturer of Palermo in regimen- 
tals, who pretended to be a Captain. 
We reſolved to ſpend the evening 
where we were, and to return 
home by torch-light. The con- 
verſation at table was lively. The 
Prince could not forbear relating 
his adventure of the key, which 
excited a general ſurprize. A 
warm diſpute on the ſubject pre- 
ſently took place. Moſt of the 
company poſitively maintained, that 
the pretended occult ſeiences were 
nothing better than juggling 
tricks, The French 4b, who 
75 | had 
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had drunk rather too much wine, 
challenged the whole tribe cf 


Ghoſts, The Engliſh Lord ut- | 


tered blaſphemies. The muſi- 
clan made a croſs to exorciſe the 
devil. Some of the company, a- 
mongſt whom was the Prince, 
contended, that our judgment re- 
ſpecting ſuch matters ought to be 
kept in ſuſpence. In the mean 


time the Ruſſian officer diſcourſed 
with the ladies, and did not ſeem 
to pay attention to any part of the 
* converſation. In the heat of the 
diſpute, the pretended Sicilian 
Captain left the room without be- 


ing obſerved. Half an hour after 


he returned, wrapt up in a cloak, 
e and 


| 
[1 
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and placed himſeff behind the 
chair of the Frenchman. *« A 
« few moments ago,” ſaid he, 
% you had the boldneſs to chal- 
c lenge the whole tribe of Ghoſts. 


« Would you wiſh to make a trial 
de with one of them ?''— 


c will;“ anſwered the Abbe, 
« if you will take upon you to 
cc introduce one. 


« That I am ready to do,” re- 
plied the Sicilian, turning to us, 
« as ſoon as theſe ladies and gen- 
* tlemen ſhall have left us. 


« Why 
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« Why only then?” exclaimed 
the Engliſhman ; A courageous 
© Gholt has ſurely no dread of a 
« chearful company.” 


« I would not anſwer for the- 
© conſequences,” ſaid the Sici- 


lian.— 


« For heaven's ſake, no !” cried 
the ladies, ſtarting affrighted from 
their chairs.— 


« Call your ghoſt,” ſaid the 
Abbe, 1n a tone of defiance, © but 
c warn him before-hand, that he 
« will have to encounter with a 


a. good blade.” At the ſame 
time | 
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time he aſked one of the company 
for a ſword, — 


ce If you preſerve the ſame in- 
ce tention in his preſence,” an- 
ſwered the Sicilian cooly, © you 
c may then act as you pleaſe.” 
And addreſſing the Prince: © Your 


© Highneſs,” added he, © thinks 
te your key has been in the hands 


« of a ſtranger; can you conjec- 
ce ture in whoſe?“ 


% No.“ — 
Have you no ſuſpicion ?”— 


ce Certainly I have.“ — 


« Could 
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«© Could you know the perſon 
if you ſaw him?“ — 


e Undoubtedly.” — 


The Sicilian, throwing back his 
cloak, took out a looking glaſs and 
held it before the Prince. © Is 
« this the ſame?“ — 


The Prince drew back aſto- 
niſhed. 


&«& Whom have you ſeen?” I 
ce ſaid; Z 


«© The Arminian,” 
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The Sicilian concealed his. 
looking-glaſs under his cloak. 


ec Is it the ſame perſon ?” de- 
manded the company.— 


© The ſame. —. 


A ſudden change manifeſted 
itfelf on every face. No more 
laughter was to be heard. All 


eyes were fixed with curioſity on 
the Sicilian. 


« Monſieur I Abb! The matter 
« grows ſerious ;” ſaid the Eng- 
liſhman. * I adviſe you to think. 
<« of retreating.” — 


c The 
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<« The fellow is poſſeſſed with the 
« devil;” exclaimed the French- 


man, and flew out of the houſe, 


The ladies fcreamed, and haſtily 
left the room. The Virtuoſo fol- 
lowed them. The German Pre- 
bendary was ſnoaring in a chair. 
The Ruſſian officer continued in- 
different in his place as before. 


« Perhaps your intention was 
« only to make this Bbravado 
«© appear ridiculous ;” ſaid the 
Prince, after they were gone, © or 


* would you fulfil your promiſe 
« with us ?'— 


tm 5 


cc It 


* 
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© It is true;“ replied the Si- 
cilian, «J was but jeſting with 
ce the Abb. I took him at his 


« word, becauſe I knew very well 
ce that the coward would not fuf- 


e ferme to proceed to extremities, 
c Beſides, the matter is too ſerious 
ce to be trifled with.”'— 


« You grant it is in your 
« power?“ 


The Conjurer maintained a long 


ſilence, and kept his look fixed 
ſteadily on the Frince, as if to ex- 


amine him. 


ce It is in my power;” anſwered 


he at laſt. 
| The 


7 
4 

+ 
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The Prince's curioſity was now 
raiſed to the higheſt pitch. A 


fondneſs for the myſterious had 
ever been his prevailing weakneſs. 


His improved underſtanding, and 


a proper courſe of reading, had for 


ſome time diſſipated every idea of 
this kind ; but the appearance of 


the Arminian had again revived 


them. He went aſide with the 
Sicilian, and J heard them in very 
carneſt converſation. 


„Tou ſee in me,” ſaid the 
Prince, * a man who burns with 
« 1mpatience to be convinced on 
te this momentous ſubject, I 
« would embrace as a benefactor, 

« 
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* I would cheriſh as my beſt 
« friend, him who could diipate 
ec my doubts, and remove the veil 
ce from my eyes. Would you ren - 
« der me this important ſervice?” — 


« What is your requeſt ?” re- 
plied the Sicilian, heſitating.— 


I now only beg a ſpecimen 
ce of your art. Let me ſee an 
cc apparition,” 


te To what will this lead?“ 


« Aﬀer a more intimate ac- 
te quaintance with me, you may 
« be able to judge whether de- 4 
« ſerye a further inſtrudtion.“ — 9 


81 


— — a 
4 * 
= 


e 


ec 
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e J have the greateſt eſteem for 
your Highneſs, my Prince.— 
The firſt ſight of you, has bound 


me to you for ever, You have 


an unlimited command over my 


3, 


POwWer, but. 2 0 —ẽ— 


c So you will let me ſee an 


apparition,” — 


« But I muſt firſt be certain 


that you do not require it from 
mere curioſity, Though the 
inviſible powers be in ſome de- 
gree at my command, it is on 
this ſacred condition, that I do 
not abuſe my empire,” — 


- cc My 
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* My intentions are pure. I f 
„ want truth,” — 


They left their places, and re- 
moved to a window, where I could 
| no longer hear them. The Eng- 


——— — 
4 
— 


Iiſh Lord, who had likewiſe liſtened 
to this converſation, took me aſide. 
[ “ Your Prince 1s a generous man. 
te ] am ſorry for him. I will { | 
pledge my ſalvation that he has 
« to do with a raſcal.“— 


Was ot; > — > EA 8 3 — : * 


—Y 


| c Every thing depends on the 
« manner in which the Conjurer 
« will extricate himſelf from this 
6c buſineſs,” — rs 4 


Well! 


2 
7 
4 
9 
( 
: 
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d Well! The poor fellow is 
c now affecting to be delicate. He 


ec will not ſhew his tricks, unleſs 


« he hears the found of gold. We 
c are nine. Let us make a col- 


© leftion. That will ſubdue him, 


“ and perhaps open the eyes of 
ce the Prince.” — 


I conſented. The Engliſhman 
threw ſix guineas upon a plate, 
and gathered around. Each of us 


gave ſome louis d'ors. The Ruſſian 


officer was particularly pleaſed with 
our propoſal; he gave a bank note 


of one hundred and fifty zechins ; 
a prodigality which aſtoniſhed the 
Engliſhman, We brought the 

D money 
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money to the Prince. © Be ſo 


* Kind,“ ſaid the Engliſh Lord, 


* as to prevail on this gentleman 


to exhibit to us a ſpecimen of 


4 his art, and to accept of this 
« ſmall token of our gratitude.” 
The Prince added a ring of value, 
and offered the whole to the Sici- 
lian. He heſitated a few moments. 
3 Gentlemen,“ ſaid he afterwards, 
« I am humbled by this genero- 


„ ſity, but ] yield to your requeſt. 


© Your wiſhes ſhall he gr-tified.” 
—At the ſame time he rung 
the bell.—“ As for this money,” 
continued he, „ on which 1 
© have no claim for myſelf, per- 
« mit. me to ſend it to the next 

© monaſtery, 
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« monaſtery, to be applied to pi- 


« ous uſes. I ſhall only keep this 
« ring, as a precious memorial of 
© the worthieſt of Princes.“ 


The Landlord came in; the 
Sicilian gave him the money.— 
« He is 4 raſcal notwithſtand- 
« ing; faid the Engliſhman, 
whiſpering to me. He refuſes 
« the money becauſe at preſent 
« his deſigns are chiefly on the 


oy Prince.“ - 


«© Whom do you want to ſee?“ 


ſaid the conjurer.— 


The Prince conſidered for a 
moment, © You had better de- 
| D 2. « mand. 


—— — a ect —E 


152 THE GHOST. SEER. 
mand at once a great perſon- 
© age; ſaid the Engliſhman. 
.« Aſk for Pope Ganganelli. 
« It can make no difference to 
« this gentle man.“ 


The Sicilian bit his lips. “ 1 
« dare not call one of God's 
% anointed,” — | 


That is a pity!” replied the 
Engliſh Lord; “ perhaps we 
« might have heard from him 
* what. diſorder. he died of.“ 


« The Marguis de Lancy,“ be- 
gan the Prince, © was a French 


s General in the ſeven years war, 
.cc and 


e _ 2 
— — 
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* and my moſt intimate friend, 


— Having received a mortal 
wound in the battle of Haſtin- 
beck, he was carried to my tent, 
where he ſoon after died in my 
arms. In his laſt agony he 
made a ſign for me to approach. 


— Prince, ſaid he to me, I ſhall 


never fee my country any more, 
I muſt acquaint you with, a ſe- 
cret known to none but myſelf. 
In a convent on the frontiers of 


Flanders lives a - -- -- -, He 


expired. Death cut the thread 
of his ſpeech. I wiſh to ſee my 
friend to hear the remainder.” 


Tou 


rr m 
— — - - 
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« You aſk much;” exclaimed 
the Englithman with an oath, and 
addreſſing the Sicilian; © I pro- 
«« claim you the greateſt ſorcerer 
« on earth, if you can reſolve this 
* problem.” We admired the 
ſagacity of the Prince, and unan- 
imouſly applauded his requeſt.— 
In the mean time the conjurer was 
haſtily walking about the room, 
indecifive, and apparently ſtrug- 
gling with himſelf, 


« This was all that the dy- 


« ing Marquis communicated to 


1 
Nothing more.“ — 


cc Did 
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ec Did you make no further in- 
ec quiries about the matter in his 


% cauntry?“ 


« did, but they all proved 
cc fruitleſs.“ 


« Had the Marquis led an irre- 
« proachable life? I dare not 
« call every ſhade indiſtinctly.“ 


He died. repenting the errors 
«. of his youth,” — 


« Do you carry with you any 
'« remembrance of him?“ — 


«Q] 
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« I do.“ — [The Prince had 
really a ſnuff-box, with the Mar- 
quis's portrait enamelled in mini- 
ature on the lid, which he had 
placed upon the table near his plate 
during the time of ſupper. 


ce] do not want to know what. 
« it is. If you will leave me 


* alone, you ſhall ſee the de- 
« ceaſed.” — 


He deſired us to paſs into the- 
other pavilion, and wait there rill 
he called us. At the ſame time- 
he cauſed all the furniture to be 
removed out of the room, the 
windows to be taken our, and the 

Mutters. 
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mutters to be well bolted. He 
ordered the innkeeper, with whom 
he appeared to be intimately con- 
nected, to bring a. veſſel with 
burniag, coals, and carefully. to 
extinguiſh every fire in the houſe. 
Previous to our leaving the room, 
he obliged us ſeparately to pledge 
our honour, that we would main- 
tain an eveilaſting ſilence reſpect- 
ing every thing we might ſee and 
hear: The doors of the pavilion 
we were in; were bolted. behind us 
when we left it. 


It was paſt eleven, and a dead 
ſilence reigned in the whole houſe, 
As we were retiring from the 


ſaloon, 
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ſaloon, the Ruſſian officer aſked 
me, whether we had loaded piſtols. 
« To what purpoſe?“ faid . 
« They may poſſibly be of ſome 
' uſe,” replied he. Wait a 
'« moment. I will provide fome.” 


WS... and I opened a win- 
dow oppoſite the pavilion we had 
left. We fancied we heard two 
' perſons whiſpering to each other, 
and a noiſe like that of a ladder 
applied 'to one of the windows. 
This was, however, a mere conjec- 
ture, and I dare not affirm it as 
a fact. Half an hour after the 
Ruſſian officer came back with a 
'brace of piſtols, We ſaw him 

load 
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load them with powder and ball. 
It was almoſt two o'clock in the 
morning when the conjurer came 
for us. Before we entered the 


room, he deſired us to take off 
our ſhoes, coats, and waiſtcoats, 


He bolted the doors after us as 
before, | 


We found in the middle of the 
room a large black circle, drawn 
with charcoal, the ſpace within 
which was capable of containing 
us all ten very caſily. The planks 
of the chamber floor next to the 
wall were taken up, quite round 
the room, ſo that the place where 


we ſtood was, as it were, inſulated. 
An 


"= * 
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An-altar, covered with black, was: 


placed in the centre upon a carpet- 
of red ſattin. A Chaldean bible 
was laid open,. together with. a 
dead man's ſkull ; and a filver-cru-- 
cifix was faſtened upon the altar. 
Inſtead. of wax tapers, ſome ſpirits 
of wine were burning in a ſilver 
box. A thick ſmoke of perfume 
obſcured the light,. and darkened 
the room. The conjurer was un- 
dreſſed like vs, but bare-footed. 
About his neck he wore an amulet,#. 

ſuſpended 


* AMULET, is a charm or preſervative againſt miſ- 
chief, witchcraft or diſeaſes. Amulets were made of ſtone, 
metal, ſimples, animals, and every thing which fancy or 
caprice ſuggeſted ; and ſometimes they conſiſted of words; 
characters and ſentences ranged in a particular order, and 
engraved upon wood, and worn about the neck; or ſome 


other 
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Fuſpended by a chain of man's 
hair; round his middle was a white 
apron, marked with myſterious 
cyphers and ſymbolical figures. 
-He deſired us to take hold of each 
other's hand, and obſerve a pro- 
ſound ſilence. Above all, he or- 
dered us not to aſk the apparition 
any queſtion, He deſired the 
"Engliſh Lord and myſelf, whom 

he 


- other part of the body. At other times they were neither 
written nor engraved, but prepared with many ſuperſtitious 
eeremonies, great regard being uſually paid to the influence 
of the ſtars. The Arabians have given to this ſpecies of 
Amulets the name of TALISMAN. All rations have 
been fond of Amulets. The Jews were extremely 
ſuperſtitious in the uſe of them to drive away diſeaſes ; 
and even amongſt the Chriſtians of the early times, Amulets 
were made of the wood of the Croſs, or ribbands, with a 
text of ſcripture written. in them, as preſervatives againdt 
diſeaſes. 
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he ſeemed to miſtruſt the moſt, 
conſtantly to hold two naked 
{ſwords acroſs, one inch high, 


above his head, during all the 


time of the conjuration, We 
formed a nalf moon round him; 
the Ruſſian officer placed himſelf 
cloſe to the Engliſh Lord, and was 
the neareſt to the altar. The con- 
jurer ſtood with his face turned to 
the Faſt upon the ſattin carpet. He 
ſprinkled holy water in the direc- 
tion of the four cardinal points of 
the earth, and bowed three times 
before the bible. The formulg 
of the conjuration, of which we 


did not underſtand a word, laſted 
| for the ſpace of ſeven or eight 


minutes; 
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minutes; at the end of which he 
gave a fign to thoſe who ſtood 


the neareſt behind him,to feize him. 


falt by his hair. Ja the moſt vi- 
olent convulſions he thrice called 
the deceaſed by his name, and the 


third time he ſtretched his hand 


towards the crucifix. 


On a ſuddea we all felt, at the 


fame inſtant, a ſtroke as of a flaſh 
of lightening, ſo powerful, that it 
obliged us to quit each 6ther's. 
hands. A terrible thunder ſhook 
the houſe. The locks Jarred ; the 
doors creaked; the cover of the 


filver box fell down, and extin- 


guiſhed the light; and on the op- 


polite 
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polite wall, over the chimney, ap- 
peared a human figure, in a bloody 
ſhirt, with the paleneſs of death on 
its countenance. 


« Who calls me?” ſaid a hol- 
low, and hardly-intelligible voice. 


6 Thy friend,” anſwered the 
Conjurer, * who reſpects thy me- 
| mory, and prays for thy ſoul.” — 
li | He named the Prince. 


in The anſwers of the apparition 
dt were given at very long intervals. 


« What does he want of me ?” 
| __ «continued the voice, 


| cc He | 


— —œ 


He wants to hear the remain- 
der of a ſecret, which thou be- 
“ ganſt to impart to him in thy 
« laſt moments,” 


« Ina convent on the frontiers 


55 


* of Flanders lives a 


The houſe again trembled ; a 
dreadful thunder rolled; a flaſh of 


lightening illuminated the room; 


the doors flew open, and another 
human figure, bloody and pale as. 
the firſt, but more terrible, ap- 
peared on the threſhold. The 
ſpirit in the box began again to. 
burn by itſelf, and the hall was 
light as before. 


E ce Who 
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„ Who is amongſt us?“ ex- 
claimed the Conjurer, terrified, and 
caſting around a look of horror; 
e did not want Thee.“ — The 
figure advanced with ſlow and ma- 
jeſtic ſteps directly up to the altar, 
ſtood on the ſattin carpet over 


againſt us, and touched the cru- 
cifix. The firſt figure was no 


More. 


% Who calls me?” demanded 
the ſecond apparition. 


The Conjurer began to tremble, 
Terror and amazement overpow- 
ered us. I ſeized a piſtol, The 
Sorcerer ſnatched it out of my 


. hand, 
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hand, and fired it at the appari- 
tion. The ball rolled ſlowly upon 
the altar, and the figure remained 


unaltered. The Sorcerer fainted 


away. 


« What is this?” exclaimed 
the Engliſhman, in aſtoniſhment. 
He was going to ſtrike at the Ghoſt 
with a ſword. The figure touched 
his arm, and his weapon fell on 
the ground. Courage forſook us. 


During all this time the Prince 
ſtood fearleſs and tranquil, his eyes 
fixed on the ſecond apparition. 
* Ves, I know thee,” ſaid he at 


*Jaſt, with emotion; “ Thou 
4; 2 cc art 


40 


cc 
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«ce 
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art Lancy. Thou art my friend; 
Whence doſt thou conte?“ 


« Eternity is mute. Aſk me 
about my paſt life.“ 


te J wiſh to know who it is that 
lives in the Convent which thou 


mentionedſt to me in thy laſt 
moments ?” 


« My Daughter.” 


« HOW? Haſt thou been a 
father ?” 


& Woe is me that I was not 


ſuch an one as I ought to have 
been,” 


ce Art 
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ec Art thou not happy, Lanoy ?” 


« God has judged.” 


« Can I render thee any further 


* ſervice in this world?“ 


« None, but to think of thy- 
* ſoit.” 


« How mult I do it?“ 
« Thou wil'ſt hear at Rome.” 


The thunder again rolled; a 
black cloud of ſmoke filled the 


room ; it diſperſed, and the figure 
was no longer viſible, I forced 


open 


* 
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open one of the window ſhutters, 
It was day break. | 


The Conjurer now recovered 
his ſenſes. © Where are we?” 
aſked he, ſeeing the day light. 
The Ruſſian Officer ſtood «cloſe 
behind him, and looking over his 
ſhoulder : © Juggler!” ſaid he to- 
him, with a terrible countenance ;. 
e thou ſhalt no more call a 
« Ghoſt,” 


* 


The Sicilian turned round, con- 
ſidered his face attentively, ſcream- 
ed aloud, and threw himſelf at 
his feet. 


We 
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We looked all at once at the 


pretended Ruſſian. The Prince 
eaſily recognized the features of 


the Arminian, and the words he 
was abont to utter expired on his 

tongue. Fear and amazement pe- 
trified us. Silent and motionleſs, 
our eyes were fixed on this myſte- 

rious being, who beheld us with 
a calm but penetrating look of 
grandeur and ſuperiority. A mi- 
nute elapſed in this awful ſilence, 

another. ſucceeded; not a breath 


was to be heard. 


A violent knocking at the door 
drew us at laſt out of this ſtupe: 


faction. The door fell in pieces 
into 


— 
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into the room, and a bailiff, with 
the watch, immediately entered. 
« Here they are, all together!“ 
ſaid he to his followers— Then 
addreſſing himſelf to us - In the 
« name of the Senate,” continued 
he, „ I arreſt you.“ We were 
ſurrounded before we had time to 
recollect ourſelves. The Ruſſian 
Officer, whom I ſhall again call 
the Arminian, took the Bailiff 
aſide, and, notwithſtanding the 
confuſion I was in, I obſerved him 
whiſpering to the latter, and ſhew- 
ing him a written paper. The 
Bailiff, bowing reſpectfully, im- 
mediately quitted him, turned 
to us, and taking off his hat, 

ſaid: 


4 
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ſaid: Gentlemen, | humbly beg 


your pardon for having con- 


« founded you with this villain, 


&© 1] thall not enquire who you are, 


« as this gentleman affures me 


you are men of honour.” At 


the ſame time he pave his com- 
panions aſign to leave us at liberty. 


He ordered the Sicilian to be 


bound and guarded, * The fel- 


cc low is well known,” added he, 


© we have been ſearching for him 


cc theſe ſeven months.“ 


The wretched Conjurer was now 
become a real object of pity. The 
terror cauſed by the ſecond ap- 
partition, and by this unexpected 

arreſt, 


— 
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arreſt, had together overpowered 
his ſenſes. Helpleſs as a child, he 
ſuffered himſelf to be bound with- 
out reſiſtance. His eyes were wide- 
open and immoveable ; his face 
pale as death. Not a word eſcaped 
his quivering lips. Every moment 
we thought he was falling into 
convulſions. The Prince was 


moved by the ſituation in which 
he ſaw him. He diſcovered his 


rank to the Bailiff, and intrea.ed 


him to grant the Conjurer his li- 


| berty. © You do not know, my 
e Prince,” ſaid the Bailiff, © for 
„ whom your Highneſs is ſo ge- 
« nerouſly interceding. The jug- 
„ gling tricks by which he en- 


« deavoured. 
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e deavoured to deceive you, are 
ec the leaſt of his crimes. We 
% have ſecured his accomplices ; 
re they depoſe terrible facts againſt 


« him. He may think himſelf 


« happy if he is only puniſhed 
% with the galleys.” 

In the mean time we ſaw the Inn- 
keeper and his family tied together 


and led through the yard. He 


„ to0,?” faid the Prince, © and 
« what is his crime?“ “ He 
e has concealed the Sicilian, and 


c acted as his accomplice ;” an- 
fwered the Bailiff, © He aſſiſted 
ec him in his deceptions and rob- 


© beries, and ſhared the booty 


*« with him, Your Highneſs ſhall 
cc be 
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ebe convinced of it preſently.” 
Then, turning to his companions, 
he ordered them to ſearch the 
houſe, and to bring him whatever 
they might find. 


The Prince looked for the Ar- 
minian, but he had diſappeared. 
In the confuſion occaſioned hy the 
arrival of the watch, he had found 


means to ſteal away unperceived. 
The Prince was inconſolable. He 
declared he would ſend all his ſer- 
vants, he would go himſelf in 
ſearch of this myſterious man. 
He wiſhed to have me along with 
him. I looked out of the win- 
dow; the houſe was ſurrounded. 


by 
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by a great number of people, who 


had aſſembled from curioſity, 
on hearing of this event. It was 
impoſſible to get through the 


crowd, Irepreſented tothe Prince, 
that if it was the Arminian's ſeri- 
ous intention to conceal himſelf 
from us, he was ſo well acquainted 


with the means of doing it, that all 
our enquiries would prove fruitleſs. 


« ] et us rather remain here a lit- 
ten tle longer,” added IJ. This 
« Bailiff, to whom, if I am not 
ce miſtaken, he has diſcovered 
* himſelf, may perhaps give us a 
ce more particular account of 
© bio.” 


At 
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At the ſame time we recollected 
that we were ſtill undrefſed. We 
went to the other pavilion and put 
on our clothes in haſte, When we 
came back, they had finiſhed the 
ſearching of the houſe. 


The altar having been removed, 
and the boards of the floor taken 
up, a ſpacious vault was diſco- 
vered. It was ſo high that a man 
might ſit upright in it with eaſe, 
and was feparated from the cave 
by a fecret door and a narrow ſtair 
caſe. In this vault they found an 
electrical machine, a clock, and a 
little filver bell, which, as well as 
the electrical machine, had a com- 

munication 
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munication with the altar and the 
crucifix that was faſtened upon it. 
A hole had been made in the win- 
dow ſhutter, oppoſite the chimney, 
which 'opened and ſhut with a 
"lide. In this hole, as we learnt 
afterwards, was fixed a magic lan- 
thorn, from which the figure of ; 
the Ghoſt had been reflected on 
the oppoſite wall, over the chim- 
ney. From the garret and the cave 
they brought ſeveral drums, to 
which large leaden bullets were 
faſtened by ſtrings; theſe had 


.Probably been uſed to imitate the 


roaring of thunder which we had 
-heard, 


Tn 
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In ſearching the Sicilian's clothes 


they found in a caſe different pow- 
ders, genuine mercury in vials and 
boxes, phoſphorous in a glaſs bot- 


tle, and a ring, which we 1mme- 


diately knew to be magnetic, he- 
cauſe it adhered to a ſteel button 


that had been placed near to it by 
accident. In his coat pockets was 
a roſary, a Jew's beard, a dagger, 
and a brace of pocket-piſtols. 
“Let us ſee whether they are 
ce loaded,” ſaid one of the watch, 


and fired up the chimney, 


« O God!” cried a hollow 
voice, which we knew to be the 
ſame as that of the firſt appari- 

tion,, 
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tion, and at the ſame inſtant we be- 
held a perſon tumbling down the 


chimney, all covered with blood. 
« What? not yet at reſt, poor 
« Ghoſt?” cried the Engliſhman, 
while we ſtarted back affrighted. 
« Go to thy grave. Thou haſt 
«« appeared what thou waſt not, 
« and now thou wilt be what thou 
« haſt appeared.“ 8 


« O! I am wounded,” re- 
plied the man in the chimney, 
The ball had fractured his right 
leg. Care was immediately taken 
to have the wound dreſſed. 


e But who art thou,” ſaid the 
F Engliſh 
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Engliſn Lord, „“ and what evil 
* {ſpirit brought thee here? 


« I am a poor Monk,” anſwer- 
ed the wounded man; © a ſtranger 


59 


e gave me a zechin to — — — 


« Repeat a ſpeech. And why 
didſt thou not withdraw imme— 
diately?“ — 


La) 


LL. 


« ] was waiting for a ſignal to 
e continue my ſpecch, as had been 
ce agreed on between us, hut as 
« this ſignal was not given, L was 
© endeavouring to get away, when 
&« I found the ladder had been re- 
« moved.“ — 


. La, 


And 


THE GHOST-SEER. 83 


« And what was the formula 
© he taught thee ?” 


The wounded man fainted a- 
way ; nothing more could be got 


from him. In the mean time the 
Prince addreſſed the leader *of the 
watch; giving him at the ſame 
time ſome pieces of gold: * You 
« have reſcued us,” ſaid he, 
ce from the hands of a villain, and 
te done us juſtice even without 
© knowing us; would you increaſe 
© our gratitude by telling us, 
e who was the ſtranger that, by 
te ſpeaking only a few words, was 
“able to procure us our liberty?” 


F 2 «© Whom 
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© Whom do you mean?“ aſked 


the Bailif, with a countenance 
which plainly ſhewed that the 


queſtion was uſeleſs. 


« The Gentleman in a Ruſſian 
« uniform, who took you aſide, 
e ſhewed you a written paper, and 
« whiſpered a few words, in con- 
“ ſequence of which you immedi- 
« ately ſet us free.“ 


* 


* Do not you know the Gentle- 
« man? Was not he one of your 


« company?“ 


«© No, and I have very impor- 
© tant reaſons for wiſhing to be 
* acquainted with him.“ 


cc 1 
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© I know no more of him my- 
« ſelf, Even his name is un- 


ec known to me. I ſaw him to- 


« day for the firſt time in my 


life.“ 


« What? And was he able in ſo 
ce ſhort a time, and by uſing only 


a few words, to convince you 
ce that himſelf and us all were 


cc 1nnocent?” 


« Undoubtedly, with a fingle 


© word.” — 


« And this was ?—I confeſs 1 


« with to know it.” 


This ſtranger, my Prince 


8 . 1 
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(weighing the zechins in his hand:) 
« You have been too generous for 


« me to make it any longer a my- 
« ſtery; this ſtranger is an Officer 


« of the Inquiſition.” 


« Of the Inquiſition ? This 
e man?” | 


« Nothing elle, my Prince. I 
ce was convinced of it by the pa- 
ce per which he ſhewed to me.“ 


© This man, did you fay ? That 
ce cannot be.“ 


4 1 will tell you more, my 
Prince It was upon his infor- 
| « mation 


\ 
a 969% 
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„ mation that I have been ſent 
ce here to arreſt the Conjurer.“ 


We looked at each other in 
the utmoſt aſtoniſhment. 


«© Now we know,“ ſaid the Eng- 
liſn Lord, © why the poor devil 
* of a Sorcerer ſtarted when he 


% came near his face. He knew 
e him to be a ſpy, and for this only 


Yy 


ee renn 


Noe 
Prince, © This man is what- 
ce ever he wiſhes to be, and what- 
ec ever the moment requires him 
ce to be. No mortal ever knew 
ec what he really was. Did not 

« you 
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« you ſee the knees of the Sicilian | 
« ſink under him, when he ſaid, 
« witha terrible voice: Thou ſhalt 
« no more call a Ghoſt. There is 
« ſomething inexplicable in this 


matter. No perſon can perſuade 
« me that one man ſhould be thus 
« alarmed at the fight of another.“ 


« The Conjurer will probably 


« explain it the beſt,” ſaid the 
Engliſh Lord, „if that Gentle- 


c man,” pointing to the Bailiff, 
«© will procure us an opportunity 


« of ſpeaking to his priſon ::. 


The Bailiff conſented to it, and 


having agreed with the Engliſhman 
to 


* — „ „ 1 
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to viſit the Sicilian in the morn- 


ing, we returned to Venice.“ 
/ | 


Lord Seymour (this was the 
name of the Engliſhman) called 
upon us very early in the forenoon, 
and was ſoon after followed by a 
perſon whom the Bailiff had 1n- 
truſted with the care of conducting 
us to the priſon. I forgot to men- 
tion that one of the Prince's do- 


meſtics, 


. „ Whoſe narrative I have thus far 
literally copied, deſcribes minutely the various effects 

of this adventure upon the mind of the Prince, and of 
his companions, and recounts a variety of tales of appa- 
ritions, which this event gave occaſion to introduce. I 
ſhall omit giving them to the reader, on the ſuppoſition 
that he is as curious as myſelf to know the concluſion of 
the adventure, and its effects on the conduct of the Prince. 
I ſhall only add, that the Prince got no ſleep the remain- 
der of the night, and that he waited with impatience for 
the moment which was to diſcloſe this incomprehenſible 
myſtery, —— Note of the German Editor. 
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meſtics, a native of Bremen, who 
had ſerved him many years with 
the ſtricteſt fidelity, and who poſ- 
ſeſſed his confitlence, had been 


miſſing for ſeveral days. Whether 


he had met with any accident; 
whether he had been kidnapped, 


or had voluntarily abſented him- 
ſelf, was a ſecret to every one. 
The laſt ſuppoſition was extremely 
improbable, as his conduct had 
always been regular and irre— 
proachable. All that his compa- 


nions could recollect, was, that he 
had been for ſome time very me- 
lancholy, and that whenever he 


had a moment's leiſure, he uſed to 


viſit a certain monaſtery in the 


Siudecca, 
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Giudecca, where he had formed an 
acquaintance with ſome monks. 
This induced us to ſuppoſe that he 


might have fallen into the hands 


of the Prieſts, and had been per- 
ſuaded to turn Catholick. The 


Prince was very tolerant, or rather 


indifferent about matters of this 


kind, and the few enquiries he 
cauſed to be made proving unſuc- 


ceſsful, he gave up the ſearch.. 
He, however, regretted the loſs of 


this man, who had conſtantly at- 


tended him in his campaigns, had 


always been faithfully attached to 
him, and whom it was therefore 


difficult to replace in a foreign 


country, The very ſame day the 
Prince's 


WW * 
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Prince's banker, whom he had 
commiſſioned to provide him with 
another ſervant, came at the mo- 
ment, we were going out. He 
preſented to the Prince a well dreſ- 
ſed man, of a good appearance, a- 
bout forty years of age, who had 


been for a long time ſecretary to 
a Procurator, ſpoke French, and a 
little German, and was beſides fur- 
niſhed with the beſt recommenda- 
tions. The Prince was pleaſed 
with the man's phyſiognomy, and 
as he declared that he would be 
ſatisfied with ſuch wages as his 
ſervice ſhould be found to merit, 
the Prince engaged him immedi- 


ately, 
We 
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We found the Sicilian in a pri- 
vate prifon, where, as the Bailiff 
aſſured us, he had been lodged for 
the preſent, to accommodate the 
Prince, as he was to be confined 
in future under the lead roofs, to 


which there is no acceſs. Theſe 
lead roofs are the moſt terrible 


dungeons in Venice. T hey are 
ſituated on the top of the Palace 
of St. Mark, and the miſerable cri- 


minals ſuffer ſo exceſſively from the 
heat of the leads, occaſioned by 
the burning rays of the ſun de- 

ſcending directly upon them, that 
they frequently turn mad. The 
Sicilian had recovered from his 


terror, and roſe reſpectfully at the 
| ſight 
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fight of the Prince. He had fet- 
ters on one hand and one leg, but 


he was able to walk about the 
room at liberty. The keeper left 
the priſon, as ſoon as we had en- 
tered. 


« I come,” ſaid the Prince, 
ci torequeſt an explanation of you 
©« on two ſubjects. You owe me 
« the one, and it ſhall not be to 
« your diſadvantage if you grant 
« me the other.” — | 


« My part is now acted,” re- 
plied the Sicilian, © my deſtiny 
4 is in your hands.“ — 


« Your 
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e Your ſincerity alone can ſoften 
its 11gour,” — 


ce Speak, my Prince, I am ready 


© toanſwer you. I have nothing 


« now to loſe.'— 


« You ſhewed me the face of the 
% Arminian in a looking-glals, 


c How was it done ?— 


«. What you ſaw was no look- 
© ing-glaſs. A portrait in paſ- 
<« tel behind a glaſs, repreſent- 
cc ing a man in an Arminian dreſs, 
ce deceived you. The want of 
ce light, your aſtoniſhment, and 
„% my own dexterity, favoured the 

« de- 
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deception. The picture itſelf 
muſt have been found among 
the other things ſeized at the 
inn.“ — 


«© But how came you ſo well 
acquainted with my ideas, as 
to hit upon the Arminian ?''— 


ce This was not difficult, my 
Prince. You have frequently 
mentioned your adventure with 


the Arminian at table, in pre- 


ſence of your domeſtics, One of 
my ſervants got accidentally ac- 
quainted with one of your's, in 
the Giudecca, and learned from 


* him gradually as much as I 


« wiſhed. 


N 
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« wiſhed to know. By this means 
« alſo, I received the firſt infor- 
©* mation of your reſidence, and 
© of your adventures at Venice; 
« and I reſolved immediately to 
e profit by them. You ſee, my 


* Prince, I am ſincere, I was 


« apprized of your intended ex- 
curſion on the Brenta. I was 


* 


c 


c 


prepared for it, and a key that 
dropped by chance from your 
ce pocket, afforded me the firſt 
« opportunity of trying my art 
* upon you.“ — 


. 


c 


« How! Have I been miſ- 


c 


La) 


<« key was then a trick of yours, 
Q « and 
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taken? The adventure of the 
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and not of the Arminian? You 
ſay this key fell from my 
pocket?” — 


«© You accidentally dropped it 
in taking out your purſe, and 
I ſeized a moment when no 
perſon was obſerving me, to 
cover it with my foot. An in- 
telligence ſubſiſted between my- 
ſelf and the perſon of whom you 
bought the lottery-ticket. He 
cauſed you to. draw it from a 
box where there was no blank, 


and the key had been in the 


ſnuff-box long before it came 


into your poſſeſſion,” —— 


« I 
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J underſtand you. And the 
« monk who ſtopped me in my 
« way, and addreſſed me in a 
« manner ſo folemn,..... .., . 


4 


« Was the ſame, who, I hear, 
e has been wounded in the chim- 
« ney. He is one of my accom- 
x; plices, and under that diſguiſe 
* has rendered me many impor-- 
ce tant ſervices,” —- 55 


“% But what purpoſe was this 
cc intended to anſwer ?''— 


« To render you thoughtful ; 
te to inſpire you with ſuch a train 
« of ideas as ſhould be favourable 4 
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© to the wonders I intended to 
< make you believe.” —— 
«© The pantomimical dance, 
ec which ended in a manner ſo ex- 
© traordinary, was at leaſt none of 


ce your contrivance?“ — 


c 1 had taught the girl who 
6 repreſented the Queen. Her 
* performance was the reſult of 
1008 my inſtructions. I ſuppoſed 
ce your Highneſs would not be a 
< little aſtoniſhed to find yourſelf 
ce known in this place, and (I in- 
< treat your pardon, my Prince) 
e your adventure with the Ar- 


< minian gave room for me to 
hope 


a yaa } 
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* hope that you were already diſ- 
ce poſed to reject natural interpre- 
cc tations, and to ſearch for the 
« marvellous.“— 


© Indeed,“ exclaimed the 
Prince, at once angry and amazed, 
and caſting upon me a ſignificant 
look; © Indeed, I did not expect 
6. a 7 fa\ 
this.“ (#)—— 

(*) Neither did probably the greateſt number of my 
readers. The circumſtance of the crown depoſite at the 
feet of the Prince, in a manner ſo ſolemn and unexpetted, 
and the former prediction of the Arminian, feem fo na- 
turally and ſo obviouſly to aim at the ſame object, that 


at · the firſt reading of theſe memoirs I immediately re- 
- membered the deceitful ſpeechof the Witches in Macbeth: 


& Hail to thee Thane of Glamis ! 
« All hail Macbeth! that ſtall be King hereaſter!“ 


When a particular idea has once entered the mind in a 
ſolemn and extraordinary manner, it neceſſarily connects 
with 
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ce But,” ſaid the Prince again, 
after a long ſilence, © how did 


you produce the figure that ap- 
e peared on the wall over the 


< chimney ?%— 


« By means of a magic lan- 
e tern that was fixed in the oppo- 
ee ſite window ſhutter, in which 
«you have undoubtedly obſerved 
© an opening. 


« And how did it happen that 
'*© none of us perceived the lan- 
tern?“ aſked Lord Seymour, — 


C You 


— 


-with itſelf every ſubſequent idea which ſeems to have the 
Set ullaby wit. > 


Note of the German Editor. 
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* You remember, my Lord, 
* that on your re-entering the 


cc room, it was darkened by a 
thick ſmoke of perfume. I uſed 


6e likewiſe the precaution to place 
e upright againſt the wall near 
« the window, the boards which 
% had. been taken up from the 
« floor. By theſe means I pre- 
ce vented the ſhutter from coming 
ce immediately under your ſight. 
«© Moreover the lantern remained 
© covered until you had taken 
« your places, and until there was 
© no further reaſon to apprehend 


< any examination from the per- 
<« ſons in the ſalloon,” —— 


« As, 
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c As I looked out of the win- 
« dow in the other pavilion,” ſaid 
I, “ I heard a noiſe like that of a 
” perſon placing a ladder againſt 
« the fide of the houſe. Was It 
« really ſo ?” | 


« Yes; my aſſiſtant ſtood upon 
e this ladder to direct the magic- 
<« lantern,” — ö 


« The apparition,” continued 
the Prince, © had really a ſuper- 
&« ficial likeneſs to my deceaſed 
« friend, and what was particularly 
< ſtriking, his hair, which was of 
a very light colour, was exactly 
« imitated, Was this mere 

<« chance, 


cc 


6c 
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chance, or how did you come 
by ſuch a reſemblance ?— 


«© Your Highneſs. muſt recol- 
lect, that you had at table a 
ſnuff-box laid by your plate, 


with an enamelled portrait of an 
officer in a French uniform. I 
aſked whether you had any thing 
about you as a memorial of your 
friend. Your Highneſs anſwered, 
in the affirmative. I conjec- 


tured it might be the box. I 


had attentively conſidered the 
picture during ſupper, and be- 
ing very expert in drawing, and 
not leſs happy in taking like- 
neſſes, I had no difficulty in 


a 
giving 
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xc 


cc 


-cc 


b 


giving to my ſhade the ſuperfi- 
cial reſemblance you have per- 
ceived, the more ſo as the 


Marquis's features are very 


« ſtriking.” — 


wc 


<c 


xc 


xc 


ce But the figure ſeemed to 


move? 


ce It appeared ſo, yet it was 
not the figure, but the ſmoke 


which received its light,” — 


« And the man who fell down 
in the chimney ſpoke for the 
apparition?“ 


« He did,” — 
| « But 
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« But he could not hear your 
queſtions diſtinctly.— 


* — — — 
* 


* 
— 
5 


4 


* 
— —— 
— — 


There was no occaſion for it. 
You recolle& my Prince, that 
J ordered you all very ſtrictly 
ec not to propoſe any queſtion 
e yourſelves. My enquiries and 
“ his anſwers were pre- con- 
c certed between us; and that 
<« no miſtake might happen, I 
« cauſed him to ſpeak at long 
intervals, which he counted by 
the beating of a watch.“ 


— — mY — - 
mm 


2 


2 os 


2 


——— 


—— —„— 
— —e — 


«< You ordered the innkeeper 
« carefully to extinguiſh every 
tire in the houſe, with water; 

ce this 
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ce this was, undoubtedly y . — 


« To fave the man in the chim- 
* ney from the danger of being 
« ſmothered ; becauſe the chim- 
« nes in the houſe communi- 
c cate with each other, and I did 
© not think myſelf very ſecure 
«'from your retiaue,” — 


„% How did it happen,” aſked 
Lord Seymour, * that your ghoſt 
« appeared neither ſooner nor 
later than you wiſhed him?“ — 


« The ghoſt was in the room 
&« for ſome time before Ii called 


&« him, but while the room 
| ce was 


CS. 


cc 


cc 
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was lighted, the ſhade was too 
faint to be perceived. When 


the formula of the conjuration 
was finiſhed, I cauſed the cover 
of the box, in which the ſpirit 
was burning, to drop down; the 
ſalloon was darkened, and it was 


not till then that the figure on 
the wall could be diſtinaly 


ſeen, although it had been re- 
flected there a conſiderable time 
before.” — | 


« When the ghoſt appeared, we 
all felt an electrical ſtroke. How 
was that managed?“ 


©« You 
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C You have diſcovered the ma- 
chine under the altar. You 
have alſo ſeen, that I was ſtand- 
ing upon a ſilk carpet. I or- 
dered you to form a half moon 
around me, and to take each. 
other's hand. When the criſis 
approached, I gave a ſign to 

one of you to ſeize me by the 
hair. The filver crucifix was 
the conductor, and you felt the 

electrical ſtroke when I touched 
it with my hand.“ — 


*© You ordered us, Count 
«O..... and myſelf,” conti- 


nued Lord Seymour, © to hold 


cc two naked ſwords acroſs over 
© your 


\ 
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« your head, during the whole 
« time of the conjuration; for 
„ what purpoſe ?”'— 


“ For no other than to engage 
your attention during the ope- 


ce ration; becauſe I diſtruſted you 
ce two the moſt. You remember, 
et that I expreſsly commanded you 
ec to hold the ſword one inch 
© above my head; by confining 
« you exactly to this diſtance, 1 
te prevented you from looking 
« where I did not wiſh you, I 
« had not then perceived my prin- 
cipal enemy.“ — 


1 
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cc 
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cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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« Town you acted cautiouſly; 
but why were we obliged to 
appear undreſſed ?”— 

« Merely to give a greater ſo- 
lemnity to the ſcene, and to fill 
your 1maginations with the 1dea 


of ſomething extraordinary,”'— 


„ The ſecond apparition pre- 
vented your ghoſt from ſpeak - 
ing;” ſaid the Prince, What 
ſhould we have learnt from 
him?“ 


« Nearly the ſame as what you 
heard afterwards, It was not 


without deſign that I aſked your 
« Highneſs 


cc 


cc 


cc 


«cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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Highneſs whether you had told 
me every thing that the deceaſed 
communicated to you, and whe- 
ther you had made any further 
enquiries on this ſubject in his 
country, I thought this was 
neceſſary, in order to prevent 
the depoſition of the ghoſt from 
being contradicted by facts that 
you were previouſly acquainted 
with. Knowing likewiſe that 
every man, eſpecially in his youth, 
is liable to error, I enquired whe- 
cher the life of your friend had 
been irreproachable, and on 
your anſwer I founded that of 
the ghoſt.— 


H «© Your 
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« Your explanation of this 
cc matter is ſatisfactory ; but there 
«© remains a principal circum- 
« ſtance of which J require ſome 
© explication,”— 


'« Tf it be in my power, and 
ec ps : | 
No conditions! Juſtice, in 
e whoſe hands you now are, might 
« perhaps not interrogate you 
with ſo much delicacy. Who 
'« was the man at whoſe feet we 
ec ſaw you fall? What do you 
« know of him? How did you 
e get acquainted with him? And 

| « what 
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re what do you know of the ſecond 
«* apparition ?”— 


© Your Highheſs.... ... 


«© On looking at the Ruſſian 


* officer attentively, you ſcream- 
« ed aloud, and fell on your 


« knees before him. What are 
« we to underſtand by that?“ 


« This man, my Prince...“ 
He ſtopped, grew viſibly perplex- 
ed, and with an embarraſſed coun- 
tenance, looked around him.— 
Tes, my Prince, by all that 
“ is ſacred; this man is a terrible 
being.“ 

H 2 « What 
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© What do you know of him? 
«© What connection have you with 
« him? Do not conceal the 


c truth from us?“ — 


4 I ſhall take care not todo ſo; 
cc for who will be bound that he 
ce is not among us at this very 


«K moment? — 


«© Where? Who?” exclaimed 
we altogether, looking fearfully 
about the room. It is impoſ- 
« ſible.— 


% Oh! to this man, or what- 
te ever elſe he may be, things ſtill 
ce more 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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more incomprehenſible are poſ- 
ſible ?”— 


« But who is he? Whence 


does he come? Is he Arminian 
or Ruſſian? Of the characters 
he aſſumes, which is his real 
one?“ by 


« He is nothing of what he 


appears to be. There are few 


conditions or countries, of 


which he has not worn the 
maſk. No perſon knows who 
he is, whence he comes, or 
whither he goes. That he has 
been for a long time in Egypt, 


as many pretend, and that he 


cc has 
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« has brought from thence, out 
« of a catacomb, his occult 
« ſciences, J will neither affirm 
« or deny. Here we only know 
© him by the name of the Incom- 
e prebenſible. How old, for in- 


* ſtance, do you think he is?“ — 
To judge from his appear- 
e ance, he can ſcarcely have paſſed 


0 forty.“— 


« And of what age do you ſup- 
c poſe I am?“ — 


Not far from fifty,” — 


« Well; 
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« Well; and I muſt tell you, 
that I was but a boy of ſeven- 
teen, when my grandfather ſpoke 
to me of this marvellous man, 
whom he had ſeen at Famaguſta; 


at which time he appeared 


nearly of the ſame age, as he 
does at preſent 


ce This is exaggerated, ridicu- 
lous, and inc-edible.“ — 


« By no means. Was I not 
prevented by theſe fetrers, I 


would produce vouchers, whoſe 
dignity and reſpectability ſhould 


leave you no doubt. There are 


ſeveral creditable perſons, who. 
| e remember 
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| «© remember having ſeen him, 


te each at the ſame time, in dif- 
« ferent parts of the globe. No 
« ſword can wound, no poiſon 
c can hurt, no fire burn him; 
©« no veſſel in which he embarks 


te can be ſhipwrecked or ſunk. 
. ce Time itſelf ſeems to loſe its 


1 ce power over him. Years do not 
| « dry up his moiſture, nor age 
c whiten his hair. Never was he 
« ſeen to take any food. Never 
« did he approach a woman. No 


te ſleep cloſes his eyes. Of the 


« twenty-four hours in the day, 
ce there is only one which he can- 


ee not command; during which 
"<< no perſon ever ſaw him, and dur- 


cc ing | 


ec 
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ing which he never was employ- 
ed in any terreſtrial occupa- 
tion.“ — 


ec And this hour is? — 


«© The twelfth in the night, 
When the clock ſtrikes twelve, 
he at that moment ceales to 
belong to the living. In what- 
ever place he is, he muſt im- 
mediately be gone; whatever 
buſineſs he is engaged in, he 
muſt inſtantly leave it. The 


terrible. ſound of the hour of 


midnight, tears him from the 


arms of friendſhip, wreſts him 
from the altar, and would 


drag him away even in the ago- 
© nies 


N * = 
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« nies of death. Whither he then 


« goes, or what he is then enga- 
« ged in, is a ſecret to every one. 
« No perſon ventures to interro- 
ce gate, and ſtill leſs to follow 
chim. His features, at this 
« dreadful hour, contract a de- 
„ gree of gravity ſo gloomy, 
„ and ſo terrifying, that no 
« perſon has courage ſufficient 
* to look in his face, or to ſpeak 
« a word to him. However lively 
« the converſation may have been, 


a dead ſilence immediately ſuc- 


« ceeds it, and all around him 
ec wait for his return in an awful 


horror, without venturing to 


quit their ſeats, or to open the 


| « door 
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« door through which he has 
© paſſed,” — 


« Does: nothing extraordinary 
c« appear in his perſon when he 


ce returns? — 


« Nothing, except that he 
* ſeems pale and languid, nearly 
ce in the ſtate of a man who has 
« juſt ſuffered a painful opera- 
ce tion, or received diſaſtrous in- 
ce telligence. Some pretend to 
ce have ſeen drops of blood on his 
te linen, but with what degree of 


te veracity I cannot affirm,” — 


«© Did 


— 
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re 


«c 


<c 


e Did no perſon ever attempt 
to conceal the approach of this 
hour from him, or endeavour 


to engage him in ſuch diver- 
ſions, as might make him for- 
get it?“ 


Once only, it is ſaid he paſſed 


his time. The company was 
numerous and remained toge- 


ther late in the night. All the 


clocks and watches were pur- 
poſely ſet wrong, and the 


warmth of converſation hurried 


him away. When the fatal mo- 
ment arrived, he ſuddenly be- 
came ſilent and motionleſs ; his 


limbs continued in the poſition 
« in 
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in which this inſtant had ar- 
reſted them; his eyes were 
fixed; his pulſe ceaſed to beat. 
All the means employed to 
awake him proved fruitleſs, and 
this ſituation endured till the 
hour had elapſed. He then 
revived on a ſudden without 
any aſſiſtance, caſt up his eyes, 
and re- aſſumed his ſpeech with 
the ſame ſyllable as he was pro- 
nouncing at the moment of in- 
terruption. The general con- 
ſter nation diſcovered to him 
what had happened, and he de- 
clared, with an awful ſolemnity, 
that they ought to think them- 
ſelves happy in having eſcaped 


cc with 
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* with no other injury than fear. 
* The ſame night he quitted for 
te ever the city where this circum- 
| * ſtance had occurred. The com- 
ow © mon opinion is that during this 
myſterious hour, he converſes 
Es «« with his genius. Some even 
* ſuppoſe him to be one of the 
« departed, who is allowed to paſs 
« twenty-three hours of the day 
„ among the living, and that in 
$; « the twenty - fourth his ſoul is 
| | * obliged to return to the infernal 
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| ; regions, to ſuffer its puniſh- 
| c ment. Some believe him to be 
| &* the famous Apollonius of Tyana ;* 
ce and 
/ 


| | * Apollonius, a Pythagorian philoſopher, was born at 
We [ Tyans, in Cat adocia, about three or four years before the 
birth 
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* and others, the diſciple John, of 
e whom it is ſaid—he ſhall remain 


cc until the laſt judgment. — 


A character ſo wonderful,” 


replied the Prince, “ cannot fail 
* to give riſe to extraordinary 
© conjectures. But all this you 
* profeſs to know only by hear- 

| * tay, 


birth of Chriſt. At ſixteen years of age he became a 
ſtrict obſerver of Pythagoras's rules, renouncing wine, 
women, and all ſorts of fleſn; not wearing ſhoes, letting 
his hair grow, and wearing nothing but linen. He ſoon 
after ſet up for a reformer of Mank ind, and choſe his 
habitation in the temple of Lſculapius, where he is ſaid 
to have performed many miraculous cures. On his coming 
of age, he gave part of his wealth to his eldeſt brother, 
diſtributed another part to ſome poor relations, and kept 
very little for himſelf. Thete are nuniberleſs fabulous 
ſtories recounted of him. He went five years without 
ſpeaking; and yet, during this time, he ſtopped many 
teditions in Cicilia and Pamptylia ; he travelled, and ſet 


up 


—— — 
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&« ſay, and yet his behaviour to 


« you, and yours to him, ſeemed 
©« to indicate, a more intimate ac- 


% quaintance, Is it not founded 
ce upon ſome particular event in 
„ which yourſelf has been con- 
« cerned? Conceal nothing from 
„ | 


The 


up for a legiſlator ; and he gave out, that he underſtood 
all languages, without having ever learned them ; he 
could tell the thoughts of men, and underſtood the oracles 
which birds delivered by their ſinging. The heathens 
oppoſed the pretended miracles of this man to thoſe of 
our Saviour, and gave the preference to this philoſopher. 
Aſter having for a long time impoſed upon the 
world, and gained a great number of diſciples, he died in 
a very advanced age, about the end of the firſt century. 
His life, which is filled with abſurdities, was written by 
Philoſtratus, and Mr. du Pin has publiſhed a confutation of 
Apollonius's life, in which he proves, that the miracles 
of this pretended philoſopher carry ſtrong marks of falſhood, 
and that there is not one which may not be imputed to 
chance or artifice. Apollonius himſelf wrote ſome works, 
which are now loſt. 
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The Sicilian remained ſilent, 
as if uncertain whether he ſhould: 


ſpeak or not. 


« If it concerns ſomething,” 


continued the Prince, © that you 
« do not wiſh to publiſh, I pro- 


© miſe you, in the name of theſe 
« two gentlemen, the molt in- 
e violable ſecrecy. But ſpeak 
« openly, and without reſerve.”— . 


e Could I hope,” anſwered 
the priſoner at laſt, © that you 
would not produce theſe gen- 
« tlemen as evidence againſt me, 
« would tell you a remarkable 
adventure of this Arminian, 

'1 © which, 
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« which I have myſelf been wit- 
cc neſs of, and which will leave 
te you no doubt of his ſupernatu- 
te ral powers, But 1 beg leave to 
ce conceal ſome names.“ — 


„ Cannot you do it without 
cc this condition?“ 


« No, my Prince, There is a 
« family concerned in it, which T 
« ought to reſpect,” — 


cc Let us hear then,” — 


About five years ago, being 
de at Naples, where I practiced my 
art with very good ſucceſs, 1 

| became 


; 


N 
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*« became acquainted with a per- 
s fon of the name of Lorenzo nel 
« M..... Chevalier of the or- 
der of St, Stephen, a young and 
ce rich nobleman, of one of the 
„e firſt families in the kingdom, 
cc who loaded me with kindneſſes, 
« and ſeemed to have a great eſ- 
e teem for my occult ſciences, 
« He told me that the Margtis 
« gel M. . . . . his father, was a 
©« zealous admirer of the Cab- 
bala, (*) and would think 

T 2 ce himſelf 
(®) Cabbals. is properly a myſterious kind of ſcience 


delivered by revelation to the ancient Jews, and tranſmitted 
by oral tradition to thoſe of our times; ſerving for the 


* 


'c 


La) 


interpretation of difficult paſſages in ſcripture, and to diſ- 
cover future events by the combination of particular words, 
letters and numbers. It is likewiſe termed the oral law. 


But 
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« himſelf happy in having a phi- 

loſopher like me, (for ſuch he 
© was pleaſed to call me) under 

ce his roof. The Marquis lived in 
ie one of his country ſeats on the 
ec ſea ſhore, about ſeven miles from 
« Naples. There, almoſt intirely 
ſecluded from the world, he be- 
wailed the loſs of a beloved ſon, 


e of whom he had been deprived 
| cc by 


* 


c 


La) 


c 


But Cabbala among the Chriſtians, - is alſo applied to the 
uſe, or rather abuſe, which viſionaries and enthuſiaſts - 
make of ſcripture for diſcovering ' futurity, by the ſtudy 
and conſideration of the combination of certain words, 
letters and numbers in the ſacred. writings. All the words, 
terms, magic characters or figures with ſtones and taliſ- 
mans, numbers, letters, charms, &c. employed in 
magic operations, are compriſed under this ſpecies of. 


Cabbala, and the word is uſed for any kind of magic, on 


account of the reſemblance this art bears to the Jewiſh - 
Cabbala. The Jews, however, never uſe the word in 
any ſuch ſenſe, but always wich the utmoſt reſpect and 
reneration. 
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by a fatal accident. The Che- 
dalier gave me to underſtand, 
that he and his family might 
perhaps have occaſion to em- 
ploy my ſecret arts in obtaining 


ſome very important intelli- 
gence; to procure which every 
natural means had been ex- 
hauſted in vain. He added, 
with a very ſignificant look, 


that he himſelf might, perhaps 


at ſome future period, be 
brought to look upon me as 


the author of his tranquility, 


and of all his earthly happineſs. 
The affair was as follows: 


'« Lorenzo, 
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Lorenzo, being the youngeſt 
ſon of the Marquis, had been. 
deſtined for the church. The 
family eſtates were to devolve 


to the eldeſt. Jeronymo, which 


was the name of the latter, had 
ſpent many years on his tra- 
vels, and had returned to his 


country about ſeven years prior 
to the event, which I am about 


to relate, in order to celebrate 


his marriage with the only 


daughter of a neighbouring 
Count, This marriage had 
been determined on by the pa- 
rents during the infancy of the- 
children, in order to unite the 
very large fortunes of the two 
© houſes. 


«Cc. 


cc 


cc. 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc. 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


_ BS 


cc. 


cc 


cc” 


cc 


cc 


cc 


THE GHOST-SEER. 135 


houſes, But though this agree- 


ment was made by the two fa- 
milies, without conſulting the 
hearts of the parties concerned, 
the latter had mutually engaged 
their faith in ſecret. Jeronymo 
del M... and Antonia C.... 
had been always brought up 
together, and the little con- 
ſtraint impoſed on two chil- 
dren, whom their parents were 
already accuſtomed to regard 
as united, ſoon produced be- 
tween them a connection of the 
tendereſt kind. The congeni- 
ality of their tempers cemented 
this intimacy; and in riper 


years. it matured inſenſibly into 
6 love.. 
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c love. An abſence of four years, 


« far from cooling this . paſſion, 
© had only ſerved to inflame it; 
% and Jeronymo returned to the 
« arms of his intended. bride, as 
ee faithful and as ardent as if 
© they had never been ſepa- 
rated. 


[ | « The raptures of this re- union 
1 '« had not yet ſubſided, and the 
4 « preparations for the happy day 
ce were advancing with the utmoſt 
« zeal and activity, when Jero- 
« nymo diſappeared. He uſed 
c frequently to paſs the after- 
« noon in a ſummer-houſe which 
e commanded a proſpect of the 


cc ſęa; 
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et ſea; and was accuſtomed to take 
« the diverſion of ſailing on the 
« water. One day, when he was 
« at his favourite retirement, it 


[ 
e was obſerved that he remained | | 
a much longer time than uſual | 


*« without returning, and his 
ce friends began to be very uneaſy 
„ on his account, Boats were 
diſpatched after him. Veſſels 
ce were ſent to ſea in queſt of him; ; 
© no perſon had ſeen him. None 
of his ſervants could have attend- 
cc ed him, for none of them were ab- 
« ſent, Night came on, and he did 
c not appear. The next morn- | 
ing dawned, the day paſſed; the 4 
ce. evening ſucceeded; Jeronymo 

came 
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came not. Already they had be- 
gun to give themſelves up to the 
moſt melancholy conjectures, 
when the news arrived, that 
an Algerine pirate had landed 


© the preceding day on that coaſt, 
and carried off ſeveral of the 
inhabitants. Two galleys, rea- 
dy equipped, were immediately 
ordered to ſea. The old Mar- 
quis himſelf embarked in one of 
them, to attempt the deliver- 


ance of his ſon at the peril of 
his own life. On the third 
day they perceived the corſair. 


The wind was favourable; they 


were juſt about to overtake 


him, and even approached him 
« {9 
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ſo near that Lorenzo, who was. 


in one of the galleys, fancied 


that he ſaw, upon the deck of 


the adverſary's ſhip, à ſignal 

made by his brother; when a 

ſudden ſtorm ſeparated the veſ- 
ſels. Hardly could the da- 

maged galleys ſuſtain the fury 
of the tempeſt. The pirate, in 
the mean time had diſappeared, 
and the diſtreſſed ſtate of the other 
veſſels obliged them to land at 
Malta. The affliction of the 

family was beyond all bounds. 

The diſtrated old Marguis tore 

off his grey hairs in the utmoſt 

violence of grief; and the life 

of the young Counteſs was 

« def- 
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deſpaired of, Five years were 
conſumed, after this event, 
in fruitleſs enquiries. Dili- 
gent ſearch was made along 
all the coaſt of Barbary ; im- 
menſe ſums were offered for 
the ranſom of .the young Mar- 
quis, but no perſon claimed it. 
The only probable conjecture 
which remained for the family 
to form, was, that the ſame 
ſtorm which had ſeparated the 
galleys from the pirate, had de- 
ſtroyed the latter, and that the 
whole ſhip's company had pe- 


riſhed in the waves. 


“ But this ſuppoſition, however 


probable, as it did not by any 
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means amount to a certainty, 
could not authoriſe the family 
to renounce the hope, that the- 
abſent Jeronymo might again 
appear. In caſe, however, that he 
did not, either thefamily's name 
muſt be ſuffered to periſh, or 
the youngeſt ſon mult relin- 
quiſh the church, and enter- 
into the rights of the eldeſt, 
Juſtice ſeemed to oppoſe 
the latter meaſure; and on 
other hand, the neceſſity of 
preſerving the family from an- 
nihilation, required that the- 


ſcruple ſhould not be carried 


too far, In the mean time, 
grief, and the infirmities of age, 
© were: 


cc 


«cc 


cc 


cc 
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were bringing the Margis 
faſt to his grave, Every un- 
ſucceſsful attempt diminiſhed 
the hope of finding his loſt ſon. 


«« Heſaw that his name might 
be perpetuated by acting with 


sa little rnjuſtice, in conſenting 


cc 
LL 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ec 
"cc 
xc 


*c 


to favour his younger ſon at 
the expence of the elder. The 
fulfilment of his agreement 
with Count C.... required 
only the change of a name; for 
the object of the two families 
was equally accompliſhed, whe- 
ther Antonia became the wife 
of Lorenzo or of Jeronymo. 


— 


The faint probability of the 
latter's appearing again, weigh- 
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ed but little againſt the certain 
and preſſing danger of the total 
extinction of the family, and 
the old Marquis, who felt the 


approach of death every day 


more and more, ardently wiſhed 


to die at leaſt free from this 


inquietude. 


e Lorenzo alone, who was to 
be principally benefitted by 
this meaſure, oppoſed it with 


the greateſt obſtinacy. He 
reſiſted with equal firmneſs the 


cc allurements of an immenſe 


<c 


cc 


fortune, and the attractions of | 
a beautiful and accompliſhed 


s object, ready to be delivered 


; ce into 


- 
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6 into his arms. He refuſed, on 
ce principles the moſt generous and 
« conſcientious, to invade the rights 
* of a brother, who for any thing 
e he knew, might himſelf be in- 
« a capacity to reſume them. Is. 
de not the lot of my dear Jero- 
„ nymo, ſaid he, made ſufficiently 
© miſerable by the horrors of a. 
e long captivity, without the ag- 
te gravation of being deprived 
ce for ever of all that he holds 
« moſt dear? With what con- 


ce ſcience could ] ſupplicate hea- 
c yen for his return, when his. 


wife is in my arms? With 
« what countenance could I meet 


« him, if at laſt he ſhould be re- 
& ſtored 
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« ſtored to us by a miracle? And 
© eyen ſuppoſing that he is torn 
© from us for ever, can we better 
* honour his memory, than by 
« keeping conſtantly - open the 
* chaſm which his death has 
+ cauſed in our circle? - Can we 
better ſhew our-reſpect to him, 
te than by ſacrificing our deareſt - 
te hopes upon his tomb, and keep- 
ing untouched, as a ſacred depo- 
te ſit, what was peculiarly his 
e own?” 


But theſe arguments of fra- 
te ternal delicacy could not recon- 
te eile the old Marquis to the idea 
of being obliged to witneſs the 
% decay of a tree, which nine cen- 

| K. ce turtes » 
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c turies had beheld flouriſhing. All 
that Lorenzo could obtain was 
a delay of two years. During 

ce this period they continued their 

« enquiries with the utmoſt dili- 

«« gence. + Lorenzo himſelf made 

« ſeveral voyages, and expoſed 

„ his perſon to many dangers. 

% No trouble, no expence was 

©« ſpared to recover the loſt Jero- 
| e nymo. Theſe two years, how- 
4 | — % ever, like thoſe which pre- \ 
E | « ceded them, were conſumed in 
2 vain.“— | 


ee And Antonia?“ ſaid the 
Prince. “ You tell us nothing 
-* of her. Could ſhe ſo calmly 
* ſubmit 
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© ſubmit to her fate? I cannot 
c ſuppoſe it.“ — 


* Antonia,” anſwered the Sici- 
Tran, © experienced the mott vio- 
« lent ſtruggle between duty and 


e inclination, between diſlike and 
« admiration. The diſintereſted 


* generolity of a brother, affected 


A 


« her. She felt herſelf forced to 


« eſteem a perſon whom ſhe never 
«© could love. Her heart, torn 
« by contrary ſentiments, felt the 
te bittereſtdiitreſs. But her repug- 
tt nance to the Chevalier ſeemed to 
« jncreaſe in the ſame degree as 
ee his claims upon her eſteem 


s augmented. Lorenzo perceived 
'K 2 « with 
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c with heartfelt ſorrow the ſecret 
ce grief that conſumed her youth. 
« A tender compaſſion inſenſibly 
* aſſumed the place of that indif- 
„ ference, with which, till then, 
e he had been accuſtomed to con- 
« {ſider her; but this treacherous 
te ſentiment quickly deceived him, 
cc and an ungovernable paſſion 
© began by degrees to ſhake the 
« ſteadineſs of his virtue,—A vir- 
dc tue which, till then, had been 
© uncqualled. | 


ce Te, however, ſtill obeyed the 

« dictates of generoſity, tho' at the 
te expence of his love. By his efforts 
* alone was the unfortunate victim 
e protected 
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tected againſt the arbitrary pro- 
ceedings of-the reſt of the fa- 
mily. But his endeavours 
were not finally ſucceſsful. 
Every victory he gained over 
his paſſion rendered him more 
worthy of Antonia; and the 
difintereſtedneſs with which, he 
refuſed her, left her without an 


apology for refiſtance. 


c Thus were affairs ſituated 
when the Chevalier engaged me 
to viſit him at his father's via. 


The earneſt recommendation of 
my patron procured me a recep- 


tion which exceeded my moſt 
ſanguine 'wiſhes, I muſt not 


et ſorgat 
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5 forget to mention, that by ſome 
« remarkable operations, I had 
« previoully rendered my name 
et famous in different lodges of 
ee free-maſons. This circum- 
te ſtance, perhaps, may have con- 
e tributed to ſtrengthen the old 
« Marguis's confidence in me, and 
« to heighten his expectations. 
6% beg you will . excuſe me 
« from deſcribing particularly 
c the lengths I went with him, 
“ or the means which I employed, 
«© You may form ſome judgement 
of them from what I have be- 
** fore confeſſed to you. Profiting 
« by the myſtic books which 1 


« found in his very exten- 
« five 


* 
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ce tenſive library, I was ſoon able 
te to ſpeak to him in his own lan- 
e guage, and to adorn my ſyſtem of 
ce the inviſible world with the moſt 
ce extraordinary inventions. The 
c Marquis was very devout, and had 
© acquired in the ſchool of reli- 
© gion a facility of belief. He was 
© therefore, with ſo little difficulty 
© induced to credit the fables 1 
taught him, that, in a ſhort time, 
© he would have believed as im- 
e plicitly; in the ſecret © com- 
e merce of philoſophers and 
« ſylphs, as any article of the 
** canon. At length I entan- 
« gled him ſo completely in myl- - 
ce tery, that he would no longer 
«© believe any thing that was na- 
te tural. 
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cc tural. In ſhort I became the ador- 


edapoſtleof the houſe. The uſual 
ſubje& of my lectures was the 
exaltation - of human nature, 
and the intercourſe of men with 
ſuperior beings; the infallible 
Count Gabalis* was my oracle, 
Antonia, whoſe mind ſince the 
loſs of her lover, had been 
more occupied in the world of 
ſpirits than in that of nature, and 
who had a ſtrong tincture of 
melancholy in her compoſition, 
caught every hint I gave her 


with a fearful ſatisfaction. Even 
| de 


*: A myſtical. work of that title, written in French 


n the middle of the ſerenteenth century, by the, Ali 
de Villar. : 
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ec the ſervants contrived to have 


© ſome bufineſs in the room when 
« I was ſpeaking, and ſeizing 
no and then one of my expreſ- 
„ Hons, joined the fragments to- 
e oether in their own way. 


« Two months were paſſed in 
this manner at the Marguis's 
e villa, when the © Chevalier one 
ce morning entered my apartment. 
« His features were altered, and 
© a deep ſorrow was painted on 


c his countenance; He © threw 
cc himſelf into a chair, with. every 
ee ſymptom of deſpair, 


A 


Ce. It 
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ce It is all over with me,” ſail 
he, „1 muſt begone; I cannot 
C ſupport it any longer. — 


« What is the matter with you, 
© Chevalier ? . What has befal- 
« len you * | : 


« Oh! .this terrible paſſion !“ 
ſaid he, ſtarting from his chair. 
] have combated it like a man; 
e] can reſiſt it no longer. 


« And whoſe fault is it but 
ce. yours, my dear Chevalier ? 
«Are they not all in your favour? 
e Your father? Your rela- 
« tions?“ — | 

« My- 
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„ My father, my relations! 
c What are they to me? I want 
©« not an union of force, but of 
« inclination. Have not I a rival? 
e Alas! and what a rival! Per- 
« haps a dead one! Oh! let me 
« go, Let me go to the end of 
ee the world. I. mult find my 
te brother,”'— 


«© What! after ſo many unſuc- 
« ceſsful attempts, have you ſtill 
© any hope ?''— | 


„ Hope! Alas, no! It has 
t Jong ſince vaniſhed in my heart, 
© but it has not in her's. Of 
« what conſequence are my ſenti- 

« ments? 
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ments? Can I be happy while 

there remains a gleam of hope 
in Antonia's heart? Two words, 
my friend, would end my tor- 
ments. But it is in vain. My 
deſtiny muſt continue to be 
miſerable till eternity - ſhall 
break its long filence, and the 
grave ſhall ſpeak. in my be- 
half.“ — 


« Js it then a ſtate of certainty 
that would render you hap- 
py f'— 


« Happy! Alas! I doubt 


whether I ſhall ever again be 


happy. But uncertainty ,is of 
| % all 
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«all others the molt dreadful. 
© pain,”— 


« After a ſhort" interval of ſi- 
*&- lence, he continued with an 
ec emotion leſs violent. —If he 
© could but ſee my torments ! 
« Surely a conſtancy which ren- 
« ders his brother miſerable, can- 
« not add to his happineſs, Can 
eit be juſt that the living ſhould 
ce ſuffer ſo much for the ſake of the 
« dead; that I ſhould ftuitleſsly 
e pine for an object which Je- 
© ronymo can no longer enjoy? 
« Tf he knew the pangs I ſuffer, 
c ſaid he, concealing his face, 
© while the tears ſtreamed 
te from his eyes, yes, perhaps 

ce he 


— 
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* himſelf would conduct her to 


my arms.“ — 


But is there no poflibility of 


« gratifying your wiſhes !''— 


He ſtarted. What do 0 
« ſay, my friend?” — 


<« Leſs important occaſions than 
<« the preſent, "ſaid J, have diſ- 


e turbed the repoſe of the dead 


tc for the ſake of the living. Is 
ve not the terreſtrial happineſs of 


'* a man, of a brother 


The terreſtrial happineſs! AH! 


ce my friend, I feel but too ſenſibly 


ce the 


« CC. 


= 1 


THE GHOST-SEER. 159 


the force of your expreſſion my 
entire felicity. 


e And the tranquility of a diſ- 


4 


treſſed family, are not theſe ſuf- 


ficient to juſtify ſuch a meaſure'? 


Undoubtedly. If any ſublu- 
nary concern can authoriſe us 
to interrupt the peace of the 
bleſſed, to make.uſe of a power 


«© „% „% „„ © „„ 9s 


For God's ſake, my friend! 


ſaid he, interrupting me, no 
more of this. Once, I avow 
it, J had ſuch a thought; 1 
think I mentioned it to you, 


hut J have long ſince rejected 
2 


* 


* % *? 
— 
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& it as horrid and abomina-- 
cc ble.“ : : 


„ Fou will. have conjectured ' 
et. already continued the Sicilian, 
© to what this converſation led 
« us. 1 endeavoured to over- 


come the ſcruples of the Cheva- 


«- ier, and at laſt ſucceeded, We 
c refolved to call the ghoſt of the 
* deceaſed Jeronymo. I only 


« ſtipulated for a delay of a fort- 
© night, in order, as I pretended, 


eto prepare, in a ſuitable manner, 


« for fo ſolemn an at. The time 


cc being expired, and my ma- 
cc chinery in readineſs, I took 


« * of a very gloomy 
cc © day, 


cc 


cc 
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* day, when we - were all aſſem- 


bled as uſual, to communicate 
the affair to the family; and 


not only brought them to con— 


ſent to it, but even to make it 
a ſubject of their own requeſt. 
The moſt difficult part of the 


taſk was to obtain the appro- 
bation of Antonia; whoſe pre- 


| ſence was eſſential. My endea- 


vours were, however, greatly 
aſſiſted by the melancholy turn 
of her mind, and perhaps {till 
more ſo, by a faint hope, that 
Jeronymo might ſtill be living, 


and therefore would not ap- 
* pear. A want of confidence 


in the thing itſelf was the only 
L « obitacle 
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cc gbſtacle which I had not to 
"ny remove. 


« Having obtained the conſent 
4c of the family, the third day was 
ce fixed on for the operation. I pre- 
ce pared then for the ſolemn tran- 
ce ſation by myſtical inſtruction, 
by faſting, ſolitude, and prayers, 
cc which I ordered to be continued 
*« till late in the night. Much 
c uſe was allo made of a certain 


a c muſical inſtrument,“ unknown 
« ill 


Perhaps he means the Harmonica, a muſical inſtrument 
vſed of late years in Germany. It is compoled of a number 
of glaſs wheels, which revolve on an axle, and produce, on 

| being touched, different degrees of ſcund, according to 
* their different ſizes. The harmony produced by this in- 
| | Arument is of a kind ſo. languiſhing and delightful, that 

very extraordinary effects are ſaid to have been produced 

by 
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ce till that time, and which, in ſuch 


e caſes, has often been found very 
© powerful. The effect of theſe 
„ artifices was ſo much be— 


< yond my expectation, that 
te the enthuſiaſm, to which on this 
e occaſion I was obliged to force 
* myſelf, was infinitely heigh- 
« tened by that of my au- 
« dience. The anxiouſly expected 
«© moment at laſt arrived. 


« I gueſs” ſaid the Prince, 
ec whom you are now going to 1n- 
ee troduce. But go on, go on.“ — 

* ' 

cc No % 
by it. When ſkilfully touched it is remarkably adapted 
to lull the mind into a tender and ſolemn melancholy, on 


which account it is frequently uſed in theatres to prepare 
the audience for any thing uncommonly impreſſive, ſuck 


as the introduction of ghoſts, &c. þ | 
L 2 
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« No, my Prince, The de- 
te ception ſucceeded according to 
c my wiſhes.” — 


% How? Where is then the 
« Arminian?“— : 
e Do not fear my Prince. He 
te will appear but too ſoon. I 
e omit the deſcription of the 


ce farce itſelf, as it would lead me 


te ts too great a length. It is ſuf- - 
ce ficient to ſay, that it anſwered 
«© my expectation. The old Mar- 
cc quis, the- young Counteſs, her 
« mother, Lorenzo, and another 
ce perſon of the family were pre- 
wn ſent. You will imagine that 

| | © during 
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during my long reſidence in 
this houſe, I had not wanted 
opportunities of gathering in- 
formation reſpecting every thing 
rhat concerned the deceaſed. — 
Several of his portraits enabled 
me to give the apparition a 
ſtriking likeneſs, and as I ſuf- 
fered the ghoſt to ſpeak only 
by ſigns, the ſound of his voice 


could excite no ſuſpicion. 


« The departed Jeronymo ap- 


peared in the dreſs of a Mooriſh 


Slave, with a deep wound in his 
neck. Lou obſerve that in this 
reſpect I was counteracting the 


e general fuppoſition that he-had 


« periſhed 


ee 


* 
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& periſhed in the waves. I had 
« reaſon to hope that this unex- 
te pected circumſtance would 
ce heighten the belief in the appa- 
ce rition itſelf, for nothing appear- 
« ed to me more dangerous than 
<©« to be too natural.“ — 


© J think you judged well,” 
ſaid the Prince.“ In whatever 
« reſpe&ts apparitions the moſt 
e probable is the leaſt acceptable. 
< If their communications are eaſily 
c comprehended, we undervalue 
* the channel, by which they are 
c obtained. Nay, we even ſuſ- 
<c peCt the reality of the miracle, if 
< the diſcoveries which it brings 


cc to 
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to light, are ſuch as might 
eaſily have been imagined. — 
Why ſhould we diſturb the re- 
poſe of a ſpirit, if it is to inform 
us of nothing more than the or- 
dinary powers of the intellect 


are capable of teaching us? — 
But on the other hand, if the 


intelligence which we receive is 


extraordinary and unexpected, 


- 


it confirms in ſome degree the 


miracle by which it is obtained ; 
for who can doubt an operation 
to be ſupernatural, when its 


effect could not be produced by 


natural means ?—I have inter- 
rupted you,” added the Prince, 
Proceed in your narrative.“ — 

« [ 
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« J afked the ghoſt whether 
ee there was any thing in this 
cc world which he ſtill conſidered as 
5 e his own, and whether he had left 
& any thing behind that was parti- 
cularly dear to him? The ghoſt 
thrice ſnook his head, and lifted 
t up his hand towards heaven. 
cc. Previous to his retiring, he dropt 
a ring from his finger, which 
« was found on the floor after he 
« had diſappeared, Antonia took 
it, and looking at it attentively, 
&- ſhe knew it to be the wedding 
es ring ſhe had given her intended 
e huſband,”'— | 
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„The wedding ring!“ ex- 
claimed the Prince, ſurpriſed. 
« How did you get it?“ 


«© Who ?—1I Alt was not the 
« true one -I got it !—It was 
< only a counterfeit.” — 


« A counterfeit!” repeated 
the Prince. But in order to 
© counterfeit, you required the 
© true one. How did you come 


« at it? Surely the deceaſed 
e never went without it,” — 


© That is true;“ replied the 
Sicilian, with ſymptoms of con- 
fuſion, * But from a deſcrip- 
6 tion 
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ce tion which was given me of the 


37 


« genuine wedding ring... — 


5 «A deſcription which was given 
« you! By whom ?”— 


« Long before that time. It 
| c was a plain gold ring, and had, 
3} | | I believe, the name of the young 
BS . “ Counteſs engraved on it. But 


% you made me loſe the con- 
ce nection.” — 


1 What happened farther * 
ſaid the Prince, with a very diſſa- 


! tisfied countenance.— 
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« The family fancied them- 


ſelves convinced that Jeronymo 


was no more. From that very 
day they publicly announced 
his death, and went into mourn- 
ing. The circumſtance of the 
ring left no doubt even in the 
mind of Antonia, and added a 


conſiderable weight to the ad- 
dreſſes of the Chevalier. 


ce In the mean time, the violent 
impreſſion which the young 
Counteſs had received from the 
ſight of the apparition, brought 
on her a diſorder ſo dangerous, 


that the hopes of Lorenzo were 
very near being deſtroyed for 


© ever. 


! 
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« ever. On her recovering ſhe 
<« inſiſted upon taking the veil; 
ee and it was only at the ſerious 
« remonſtrances of her Confeſſor, 
in whom ſhe placed an impli- 
cee cit confidence, that ſhe was 
© brought to abandon her project. 
ce At length the united ſolicita- 
e tions of the family, and the 
“ Confeſſor, wreſted from her the 
« deſired conſent. The laſt day 
* of mourning was fixed on for 
ee the day of marriage, and the 
old Marquis determined to add 
* to the ſolemnity of the occaſion, 


< by reſigning all his eſtates to 
his lawful heir, 


'C 


« The 
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« The day arrived, and Lo- 
ce renzo received his trembling 
ce hride at the altar. In the even- 
« ing a ſplendid banquet was 
ce prepared for the chearful gueſts, 
c in a hall ſuperbly illumi- 
© nated, The mot lively and de- 


e lightful muſic, contributed to 


* increaſe the general gladneſs. 
« The happy old Marquis wiſhed 
te all the world to participate in 
cc his joy. All the entrances of 
ce the palace were ſet open, and 
« every one who ſympathiſed in 
cc his happineſs was joyfully wel- 
ce comed. In the midſt of the 


* throng 1 2 + 0 0 © © 5 
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| | The Sicilian pauſed, A trem- 
| bling expectation W AI our 
fe breath. 


cc In the midſt of the throng,” 
( continued the priſoner, © appeared 
% a Franciſcan monk, to whom 
e my attention was directed by a 


* 


te perſon who ſat next to me at 


(|. “table. He was ſtanding mo- 
| & tionleſs like a marble pillar, 
1 « His ſhape was tall and thin; his 
1 ö | e face pale and ghaſtly ; his aſpect 


8 


| « grave and mournful; his eyes 
| cc yere fixed on the new married 
0 couple. The joy which beamed 
145 e on the face of every one pre- 
[1 |; < ſent, appeared not on his. His 
E „ coun— 
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© countenance never once va- 
© ried. He ſeemed like a 


te ſtatue among living perſons. 
« Such an object, appearing amidſt 
ce the general joy, ſtruck me more 


ec forcibly from its contraſt with 
“ every thing around me. It left 
« on my mind ſo durable an im- 


«« preſſion, that from it alone I 
te have been enabled (which would 
„ otherwiſe have been impoſ- 
« ſible) to recollect the fea- 
ce tures of this Franciſcan monk 
« in the Ruſſian officer ; for, 
«« without doubt, you muſt have 
e already conceived, tat the 
“ perſon I have deſcribed was no 
bother than your Arminian. 

641 
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« I frequently attempted to 
* withdraw my eyes from this 
ce figure, but they returned in- 
« voluntarily, and found him al- 
e ways unaltered. I pointed him 
s out tothe perſon who ſat neareſt 
te to me on the other ſide, and he 
« did the ſame to the perſon 
e next to him. In a few mi- 
ce nutes a general curioſity and ai- 
ce toniſhment pervaded the whole 


to company. The converſation 
languiſned; a general ſilence 
ﬀ ce ſucceeded; the monk did not 
i | c interrupt it. He continued 
« motionleſs, and always the 
« ſame; his grave and mournful 
« looks conſtantly fixed upon the 

© newW- 


— — 
* 
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© 'new-married couple: His ap- 
«- pearance ſtruck every one with 
« terror. The young Counteſs 


« alone, who found the tranſcript 
« of her own ſorrow in the face of 


« the ſtranger, beheld with a 


= 


ſullen ſatisfaction the only ob- 
cc ject that ſeemed to ſympathize 
e jn her ſufferings. . The crowd 
« inſenſibly diminiſhed. It was 
© paſt midnight. The muſic be- 


© came faint and languid; the ta- 


A 


&« pers grew dim, and many of 
e them went out. The conver- 
e ſation declining by degrees, loſt - 
« jtſelf at laſt in ſecret murmurs - 
© and the faintly illuminated hall 
«was nearly deſerted, —The - 

' fi? Monk 
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« Monk, in the mean time, con- 
3 te tinued motionleſs; his grave 
* and mournful look ſtill fixed on 
e the new- married couple, The 
&« company at length roſe from 


« the table. The gueſts. diſper- 
« ſed. The family afſembled in 
e aſeparate group, and the Monk, 
* though uninvited, continued 
ce near them. How it happened 
te that no perſon ſpoke to him, 1 
© cannot conceive.” 


« The female friends now ſur- 
c rounded the trembling bride, 
ce who caſt a ſupplicating and diſ- 
7 « treſſed look on the awful ſtran- 
1 * ger; he did not anſwer it. The 
FI « gentlemen 


a 
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« gentlemen aſſembled in the ſame 
cc manner around the bridegroom. 
« A ſolemn and anxious ſilence 


« prevailed among them. How 
* happy we are here together, 
e ſaid at length the old Marquis, 
« who alone ſeemed not to behold 
e the ſtranger, or atleaſt ſeemed to 


«© behold him without diſmay :— 


% How happy we are here toge- 
« ther, and my ſon Jeronymo can- 
de not be with us !—"" 


« Have you invited him, and 


e did not he anſwer your invita- 
« tion? —aſked the Monk. It was 
* the firlt time he had ſpoken, 
« We looked at him alarmed.” 


M 2 « Alas! 


- "oi 


«c 


cc 
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« Alas! He is gone to a place 
from whence there is no return ; 
—anſwered the old man.—Re-- 
verend father! You miſunder- 


ſtood me. My ſon Jeronymo 
is dead, .” 


* Perhaps he only fears to ap- 


pear in this company —replied 


the Monk. — Who knows how 
your ſon Jeronymo may be ſitu- 


ated? Let him now hear the voice 


which he heard the laſt. Deſire 
your ſon Lorenzo to call him.— 


« What does he mean ?----- 


whiſpered the company one to 


another, Lorenzo changed 


cc 


*CC 
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colour. My own hair began 
to ſtand on my head.” 


« In the mean time the Monk 
approached a ſideboard. He 
took a glaſs of wine and bring- 
ing it to his lips—To the me- 
mory of our dear Jeronymo !---= 
ſaid he. Every one who loved 
the deceaſed will follow my 
example," 


«© Where ever you come from, 
reverend father !----exclaimed 
the old Marquis—-You have 
pronounced a dearly beloved 


name, and you are welcome 
© CC : here zoo 
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e here ; then turning to us he 
« offered us full glaſſes. Come, 
« my friends! Let us not be ſur- 


« paſſed by a ſtranger. The 
memory of my ſon Jeronymo!--" 


Never, I believe, was any 
ce toalt leſs heartily received.“ 


There is one glaſs left ;--- 
« ſaid the Marguis. Why does 
* my ſon Lorenzo refuſe to pay 
c this friendly tribute ?---" 


cc Lorenzo trembling, received 
ce the glaſs from the hands of the 


« Monk; tremblingly he put it 


te to his lips. My dearly beloved 
| ce brother 
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brother Jeronymo !----he heſi- 
« tatingly pronounced, and ſeized 


« with horror he replaced the 
6“ glaſs unemptied.” 


« This is the voice of my mur-- 
c derer !.—exclaimed a terrible 
te figure which appeared inſtanta- 


ce neouſly in the midſt of us, co- 


© vered with blood, and disfi- 
cc gured with horrible wounds.“ 


« But aſk nothing further from 
© me,” added the Sicilian with 
every ſymptom of horror in his 
countenance. © T-lolt my ſenſes 
© the moment I looked at this ap- 


« parition. The ſame happened 
cc to: 


..cc 
. cc 
. cc 
de 
- cr 


-cc 


cc 


( 


.cc 


cc 


„„. 


cc 


cc 
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.cc 


to every one preſent. When 


we recovered, the Monk and 


the ghoſt had diſappeared. 
Lorenzo was in the agonies 


of death, He was carried 


to bed in the moſt dreadful 
convulſions. No perſon attend- 
ed him but his Confeſſor and 
the ſorrowful old Marguis, in 
whoſe preſence he expired.— 


The Marguis died a few weeks 


after him. Lorenzo's ſecret is 
concealed in the boſom of the 
Prieſt, who received his laſt 


confeſſion; no perſon ever learnt 


What it was.“ 


4e Soon 


- cc 


cc 


cc 


* CC. 
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e Soon after this event, a well 


was cleaned in the farm yard of 
the Marguis's villa. It had been 


diſuſed many years, and was al- 
moſt cloſed up by ſhrubs and 


old trees. A ſkeleton was found 


among the rubbiſh, The houſe, 
where this happened, is now no 
more; the family del NM. . is 


extinct, and Antonia's tomb 
may be ſeen in a Convent not 
far from Salerno.“ 


— . . — 


Terror and aſtoniſhment kept 


us ſilent. “ You ſee,” continued 
the Sicilian, *“ You ſee how my 


' « acquaintance 
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* acquaintance with this Ruſſian 
ce officer, Arminian, or Franciſcan 
« Friar has originated. Judge 
«© whether I had not cauſe to 
te tremble at the ſight of a being, 
te who has twice placed himſelf in 
&« my way in a manner ſo terrible.“ 


I beg you will anſwer me 


ce One queſtion more,” ſaid the 
Prince, riſing from his ſeat ;j-— 
Have you been always ſincere 


© in your account of the Che- 
& valier 2” —— 


« Yes, my Prince; to the beſt 
« of my knowledge,” —— 


« You. 
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« You teally believed him to 
te be an honeſt man ?'—— 


« J did; by Heaven! I be- 
c ljeved him to be an honeſt 


c man. 


« Even at the time that he 


© gave you the ring? 


cc How! He gave me no ring. 


* I did not ſay that he gave me 


ce the ring,” — 


* very well!“ ſaid the Prince, 


pulling the bell, and preparing to 


depart. © And you believe,” (g0- 
ing back to the priſoner) © that 


c the 


4 
Lo 
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the gholt of the Marguis de 
* Lanoy, which the Ruſſian officer 


e introduced after your apparition, 
e was areal ghoſt ?”— 


cc T cannot think otherwiſe,” —- 


ce Let us go!” ſaid the Prince, 
-addreſling himſelf to us. The 


"Tailor came in. We have done;“ 
ſaid the Prince to him, © As for 
. you,” turning to the priſoner, 
„ you ſhall hear farther from 


* Me . — 


« J am tempted to aſk your 

; | ee Highneſs the laſt queſtion you 
: = '* propoſed to the Conjurer ;” 
| j + ſaid 
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ſaid I to the Prince, when we 


were alone. Do you believe 
the ſecond ghoſt to have been a 


« real one?“ 


„ 1! believe it? No, not 


« now, moſt alluredly.”—- 


« Not now? Then you have 


* once believed it.” —- 


« I confeſs I was tempted for 
« a moment to believe it to 


« have been ſomething more 


ce than the contrivance of a jug- 
* gler.“— 


ce And 


— 4 
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cc 
<c 
cc 
cc 
4 
cc 
cc 


40 


cc 


cc 


ee And I could wiſh to ſee the 
man, who under ſimilar cir- 
cumſtances would not have 
formed the ſame ſuppoſition. 
But what reaſons have you for 
altering your opinion? What 
the priſoner has related of the 
Arminian ought to increaſe, 
rather than diminiſh your belief 
in his ſupernatural powers.“ — 


« What this wretch has jelated 


of him,” ſaid the Prince, inter- 


rupting me very gravely, ©& I 


"cc 


cc 


4 


hope” continued he, © you have 
not now any doubt that we have 
had to do with a villain,” — 


« No; 


cc 


cc 
« 
cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
ec 
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« No; but mult his evidence 


597 


on that account. — 


« The evidence of a villain! 
Suppoſe I had no other reaſon 
for doubt, the evidence of fuch 
a perſon can be of no weight 
againſt common ſenſe, and eſ- 


tabliſhed truth. Does a man 


who has already deceived me 
ſeveral times, and whoſe trade 
it is to deceive, does he deſerve 
to be heard in a cauſe, in which 
the unſupported teſtimony of 
even the moſt ſincere adherent 
to truth could not be received ? 
Ought we to believe a man 
who perhaps never once ſpoke 

te truth 


—— — RET „„ 
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* truth for its own ſake? Does 
« ſuch a man deſerve credit, when 
he appears as evidence againſt 
« human reaſon and the eternal 
laws of nature? Would it not 
be as abſurd as to admit the 
« accuſation of a perſon notoriouſ- 
t ly infamous, againſt unblemiſh- 
ed and reproachleſs inno- 


« cence?“ - 


1 « But what motives could he 
have for giving ſo great a cha- 
« racter to a man whom he has ſo 


a8 © many reaſons to hate?“ — 


e am not to conclude that he 
ce can have no motives for doing 


' | . 
1 this, becauſe I am unable to 
„ comprehend 


* S_—_— 


ww av — _ 
8 — 


2 um „ . ws 4 


THE GHOST-SEER. 193 


© comprehended them. Do I 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 


«c 


know who has bribed him to 


deceive me? I confeſs I can- 
not penetrate the whole con- 


texture of his plan; but he has 
certainly done a material injury 
to the cauſe he contends for, by 
ſhewing himſelf at leaſt an im- 
poſtor, and perhaps ſomething 


worſe,” — 


© The circumitance of the ring, 
I allow, appears ſuſpicious.” — 


* Ttis more than ſuſpicious; it 
is deciſive, He received this 


ring from the murderer, and at 


the moment he received it, he 


A 


194 THE GHOST-SEER: 


«© muſt have been certain that it 
c was from the murderer. Who 
«© but the aſſaſſin could have taken 


* from Jeronymo's finger a ring, 


« which he undoubtedly never was 
« without? Throughout the 
© whole of his narration the Sici- 


« lian has laboured to perſuade 
us, that while he was endeavour- 
« ing to deceive Lorenzo, Lo- 


La) 


c 


* 


* renzo was in reality deceiving 
ec him. Would he have had re- 


«« courſe to this ſubterfuge, if he 
„had not been ſenſible that he 
« ſhould loſe much in our confi- 
« dence, by confeſfing himſelf an 
« accomplice with the aſſaſſin ? 
«© The whole ſtory is viſibly no- 
25 ce thing 


cc 


cc 


6 prehenſible.“ 
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thing but a ſeries of impoſtures, 
invented merely to connect the 
few truths he has thought pro- 
per to give us. Ought I then, 
to heſitate in diſbelieving the 
eleventh aſſertion of a perſon 
who has already deceived me 
ten times, rather than admit a 
violation of the fundamental 
laws of nature, which I have 
ever found in the molt perfect 
harmony.''— 


« J have nothing to reply to 


all this, — but the apparition we 
ſaw ts to me not the leſs incom- 


N 2 ed © - 
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ce It is alſo incomprehenſible to 
e me, although I have been 
< tempted to find a key to it. 


196 


« How?” 


* Do not you recollect, that the 


« ſecond apparition, as ſoon as 
« heentered, walked directly up 
cc to the altar, took the crucifix 


ec jn his hand, and placed himſelf 
upon the carpet?“ — 


ce It appeared ſo to me.“ 


« And this crucifix, according 
« to the Sicilian's confeſſion, was 
et a conductor. You ſee that the 
| cc ap- 


cc 
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apparition haſtened to make 
himſelf electrical. Thus the 
blow which Lord Seymour 
ſtruck him with his ſword muſt 


of neceſſity be ineffectual; the 


electric ſtroke diſabled his 
arm,” — 


© This is true with reſpect to 
the ſword, But the piſtol fired 
by the Sicilian, the ball of which 
rolled lowly upon the altar?“ — 


« Are you convinced that this 
was the fame ball which was 
fired from the piſtol? Not to 
mention that the puppet, or the 


man who repreſented the ghoſt, 
© May 


198 THE GHOST-SEER. 
% may have been ſo well accout- 
« red as to be invulnerable by 


-m ſwords or bullets; but conſider 
« who had loaded the piſtols.”— 


& True,“ ſaid IT, and a ſudden 
light darted into my mind; The 


c Ruſſian officer had loaded them, 
but it was in our preſence.— 
« How could he have deceived 


*© us [ht 


| ow Why ſhould he not have 
« deceived us? Did you ſuſpect 
ce him ſufficiently to obſerve him? 


« Did you examine the ball, be- 
« fore it was put into the piſtol ? 
It may have been one of quick - 
e ſilyer 
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ſilver or clay. Did you take 
notice whether the Ruſſian of- 


ficer really put it into the bar- 
re], or dropped it into his other 
hand? But ſuppoſing that he 
actually loaded the piſtols, what 
is to convince you that he did 
not leave them behind him and 
take ſome unloaded ones into 
the room where the ghoſt ap- 
peared? He might very eaſily 
have exchanged them while we 


were undrefſing. No perſon 
ever thought of noticing him in 


particular. It is beſides very 
poſſible that the figure, at the 
moment when we were pre- 
vented from ſeeing it by the 

« ſmoke 


4 
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© ſmoke of the piſtol, might have 
dropped another ball on the 
© altar. Which of theſe conjec- 
ce turs is impoſſible, ?'— 


« You are right, my Prince, 
« But that ſtriking reſemblance 
« to your deceaſed friend! 1 
« have often ſeen him with you, 
« and I immediately recognized 
« him in the apparition.” — 


« J did the ſame, and I muſt 
c confeſs the illuſion was com- 


« plete. But as the Juggler, from 
tc a few ſecret glances at the ſnuff- 


* box, was able to give to his 
« apparition ſuch a likeneſs as 
deceived 
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« deceived us both; what was to 
prevent the Ruſſian officer, who 
had uſed the box during the 
« whole time of ſupper, who had 
liberty to obſerve the picture un- 
c“ noticed, and to whom I had dil- 


* covered in confidence the per- 
« ſon it repreſented, what was to 


e prevent him from doing the 
** ſame? Add to this what has 


© been before obſerved by the 
« Sicilian, that the prominent 
ce features of the Marquis were fo 
ce ſtriking as to be eaſily imitated; 
c what now remains to be ex- 
* plained reſpecting the ſecond 
* ghoſt ?'—-— 


© The 
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«© The words he uttered, the 


« information he gave you about 
© your friend. 


% What? Did not the Juggler 


< aſſure us, that from the little 


46 


which he had learnt from me, 


ee he had compoſed a ſimilar ftory ? 
cc Does not this prove that the 


(c 
"Cc 
< 
cc 
"cc 
(c 


cc 


ec 


invention was obvious and na- 


tural? Beſides, the anſwers of 
the ghoſt, like thoſe of an ora- 


cle, were ſo obſcure, that he 
was in no danger of being de- 
tected in a falſehood. If the 


man who perſonated the ghoſt 
ce poſſeſſed ſagacity and preſence of 


mind, and knew ever ſo little 
«of 
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« of the affair on which he was 
“ conſulted, to what length might 
cc not he have carried the de- 


« ception ? 


© Pray conſider, my Prince, how 
'« much preparation ſuch a com- 
« plicated artifice would have re- 
e quired from the Arminian; what 
« a time it requires to paint a face 
ce with ſufficient exattnels ; what 
« a time would have been requi- 
ce ſite to inſtruct the pretended 


ce ghoſt, ſo as to guard him againſt 
ce groſs errors; what a degree of 
ce minute attention to regulate 
*« every attendant or adventitious 
* circumſtance which might be 

« uſeful 
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ce uſeſul or detrimental! And re- 


member, that the Ruſſian officer 
was abſent but half an hour. Was 
that ſhort ſpace ſufficient to 
make even ſuch arrangements 
as were indiſpenſible? Surely 
not, my Prince. Even a Drama- 


tic writer, who has the leaſt de- 


ſire to preſerve the three terrible 


unities of Ariſtotle, durſt not 
venture to load the interval be- 
tween one act and another, with 
ſuch a variety of action, or to 
ſuppoſe in his audience ſuch a 
facility of belief. 


„ What? You think it abſo- 
lutely impoſſible that every ne- 
ce ſſary 
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ceſſary preparation ſhould have 
been made in the ſpace of half 
an hour?“ — 


© Indeed, I look upon it as 
almoſt impoſſible.” 


«© ] do not underſtand this ex- 
preſſion. Does it militate a- 


gainſt the laws of time and 


ſpace, or of matter and motion, 
that a man ſo ingenious and 


ſo expert as this Arminian 
mult neceſſarily be, aſſiſted by 


agents whoſe dexterity and a- 


cuteneſs are probably not infe- 


rior to his own; provided with 
ſuch means and inſtruments as 
ic a 
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a man of this profeſſion is never 
without; is it impoſſible that 
ſuch a man, favoured by ſuch 
circumſtances, ſhould effect ſo 
much in ſo ſhort a time? Is it 


abſurd to ſuppoſe, that by a very 
ſmall number of words or ſigns, 


he can convey to his aſliſtants 
very extenſive commiſſions. and 
direct very complex operations? 
Nothing ought to be admitted 
againſt the eſtabliſhed laws of 
nature, unleſs it is ſomething 
with which theſe laws are ab- 
ſolutely incompatible. Would 
you rather give credit to a mi- 
racle, than admit an improba- 
bility? Would you ſolve a 
« difficulty 
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«© difficulty rather by overturning 
ce the powers of nature than by 
© believing an artful and uncom- 
«-mon combination of them?“ — 


« Though the fact will not 
e juſtify a concluſion ſuch as you 
* have condemned, you muſt 


*© however grant that it is far be- 
« yond our conception.“ 


« am almoſt tempted to diſ- 


te pute even this,” ſaid the Prince, 
with a ſarcaſtic ſmile. What 


« would you ſay, my dear Count, 
“if it ſhould be proved, for in- 
« ſtance, that the operations of 
* the Arminian were prepared 

“ and 
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and carried on, not only during 
the half hour that he was abſent 
from us; not only in haſte and 
incidentally, but during the 
whole evening and the whole 
night? You recollect that the 
Sicilian employed nearly three 
hours in preparation.“ 


« The Sicilian? Yes, my 
Prince,” —— | 


« And how will you convince 
me that this Juggler had not as 
much concern in the ſecond 


apparition as in the firſt ?” 


« How, my Prince,” — 
&« That 


* 
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« That he was not the prin- 
c cipal aſſiſtant of the Arminian ? 
«© In a word, how will you con- 


2. vince me that they did not 
cooperate?“ — 


« It would be a difficult taſk to 
ce prove that they did;” exclaimed 


I, with no little ſurpriſe. 


« Not ſo difficult, my dear 
0e Count, as you imagine. What! 
« Could it have happened by mere 
ce chance that theſe two men 


« ſhould form a deſign ſo extra- 
ce ordinary and ſo complicate up- 
© on the ſame perſon, at the ſame 


ce time, and in the ſame place? 


O 6 Could 
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Could mere chance have pro- 


r duced ſuch an exact harmony 
_ 


between their operations, that 
one, of them ſhould appear 
as if ſubſervient to the 
other? Suppoſe the Arminian 


has intended to heighten the 


effect of his deception, by intro- 
ducing it after a leſs refined 
one; that he has created a 
Hector to make himſelf an 
Achilles. Suppoſe he has done 
all this to ſee what degree of 
credulity he ſhould find in me; 
to examine the avenues to my 
confidence; to familiariſe him- 


ſelf with his ſubject by an at- 
e tempt 
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tempt that might have miſ- 
carried without any prejudice to 
his plan ; in a word, to try the 
inſtrument on which he intended 
to play. Suppoſe he has done 
this with a deſign to draw my 
attention on himſelf, in order 
to divert it from another object 
more important to his deſign. 
Laſtly, ſuppoſe he wiſhes to have 
imputed to the Juggler, ſome 
indirect methods of information 
which himſelf has had occaſion 


to practiſe.” 


* What do you mean ?'— 


« [Let 
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« It is poſſible that he may have 
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ce his omniſcience. 


bribed ſome of my ſervants, 
to give him ſome ſecret in- 
telligence, or perhaps ſome pa- 
pers which may ſerve his pur- 
pole. One of my domeſticks 
has abſconded. What reaſon 
have I to think that the Armi- 
nian is not concerned in his 
leaving me? Such a connection, 
however, if it exiſts, may be ac- 
cidentally diſcovered; a letter 
may be intercepted; a ſervant, 
who is in the ſecret, may betray 


his truſt. Now all the conſe- 


quence of the Arminian is deſ- 
royed, if I detect the ſource of 
He therefore 
« introduces 
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introduces this Juggler, who muſt 
be ſuppoſed to have the ſame or 
ſome other deſign upon me. 
He takes care to give me ear- 
ly notice of him, and his. 
intentions, ſo that whatever I 
may hereafter diſcover, my ſuſ- 
picions mult neceſſarily reſt up- 
on the Sicilian, This 1s the 
puppet with which he amuſcs 
me, whilſt he himſelf, unobſer- 
ved and unſuſpected, is entan- 
gling me in inviſible ſnares.“ — 


e We will allow this, But is 


it conſiſtent with the Arminian's 
plan, that he himſelf ſhould de— 


ſtroy the illuſion which he has 
« created, 
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created, and diſcloſe the myſ- 


teries of his ſcience to the eyes 
of the profane?“ 


e What myſteries does he diſ- 
cloſe ? None, ſurely, which he 


intends to practiſe on me. He 
therefore loſes nothing by the 


diſcovery. But on the other 
hand, what an advantage will 
he gain, if this pretended vic- 
tory over juggling and decep- 
tion, ſhould render me ſecure 
and unſuſpecting; if he ſucceeds 
in diverting my attention from 
the right quarter than him- 
ſelf, and in fixing my wavering 
ſaſpicions on an object the moſt 

remote 
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© remote from the real one! 
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If at any time, either from my 
own doubts, or at the ſuggeſ- 
tion of another, I ſhould be 
tempted to ſeek in the occult 
ſciences for a key to his myſte- 
rious wonders, how could he 
better provide againſt ſuch an 
enquiry, than by contraſting 
his prodigies with the tricks of 
the Juggler ?—By confining the 
latter within artificial limits, 
and by delivering, as it were, 
into my hands a ſcale by which 
to appreciate them, he naturally 
exalts and perplexes my ideas 
of the former. How many ſuſ- 
picions he precludes by this 

<« {ingle 
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„ ſingle contrivance! How many 
« methods of accounting for his 
© miracles, which might after- 
« wards have occurred to me, he 
« refutes beforehand !'— 


ce But in expoſing ſuch a finiſhed 
« deception, he has very much 
« counteracted his own intereſt, 
e both by quickening the pene- 
ce tration of thoſe whom he meant 
c to impoſe upon, and by ſtag- 
ce gering their belief of miracles in 
« general. If he had ſuch a plan, 
« your Highneſs's ſelf is the beſt 


4 proof of its inſufficiency,” 


« Perhaps he has been miſtaken 
2 * to myſelf; but his 
con- 
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concluſions have nevertheleſs 
been well founded. Could he 


foreſee that I ſhould exactly 


notice the very circumſtance 
which expoſes the whole arti- 


fice? Was it in his plan, 
that the creature he employed 
ſhould be ſo communicative ? 
Are we certain that the Si- 


cilian has not far exceeded 
his commiſſion ? He has un. 


doubtedly done ſo with reſpect 


to the ring, and yet it is chiefly 


this ſingle circumſtance which 
determined my diſtruſt in him. 


A plan, whoſe contexture is ſo 


artful and refined, is eaſily 
ſpoiled in the execution by an 


« aukward 
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aukward inſtrument. It cer- 
tainly was not the Arminian's 
intention, that the Juggler 
ſhould ſpeak to us in the ſtyle of 
a mountebank, that he ſhould 
endeavour to impoſe upon us 
ſuch fables as are too groſs to 
bear the leaſt reflection. For 
inſtance, with what countenance 
could this impoſtor affirm, that 
the miraculous being he ſpoke 
of, renounces all commerce with 
mankind at twelve in the night? 
Did not we fee him among us 


at that very hour? 


«© That is true. He muſt have 
forgot it. | 
« People 
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ce People of this deſcription 
naturally overact their parts, 
and by exceeding every limit of 
credibility mar the effects which 


a well managed deception is 
calculated to produce. 


& J cannot, however, yet pre- 
vail on myſelf to look upon the 


whole as a mere contrivance of 
art. What! the Sicilian's ter- 
ror; his convulſive fits; his 
fwoon ; the deplorable ſituation 
in which we ſaw him, and which 
was even ſuch as to move our 
pity; were all theſe nothing 
more than the mimickry of an 
actor? I allow that a ſkilful 
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performer may carry imitation 
to a very high pitch, but he 
certainly has no power over the 
organs of life,” — 


« As for that, my friend, I 
have ſeen Richard the Third by 
Garrick, But were we at that 
moment ſufficiently cool to be 
capable of 60bſerving diſpaſſion- 
ately? Could we judge of the 
emotion of the Sicilian, when 
we were almoſt overcoine by our 
owa? Beſides, the deciſive criſis 
even of a deception is ſo mo- 
mentous to the deceiver him- 
ſelf, that exceſſive anxiety may 


produce in him ſymptoms as 
« violent 
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violent as thoſe which ſurpriſe 
excites in the deceived. Add 


to this the unexpected entrance 


of the watch.“ — 


ce am glad you mention that, 
my Prince, would the Arminian 
have ventured to diſcover ſuch 
an infamous ſcheme to the eye 
of juſtice; to expoſe the fide- 
lity of his creature to ſuch a 
dangerous teſt? And for what 
purpoſe?“ 


6 Leave that matter to him, 
he is no doubt acquainted with 


the people he employs. Do we 
know what ſecret crimes may 


« haye 
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« have ſecured him the diſcretion 
« of this man? You have been 
«© informed of the office he holds 
ce at Venice; what difficulty will 
ce he find in ſaving a man, of 


« whom himſelf is the only ac- 
e cuſer ?”— 


=_ 


[ This ſuggeſtion of the Prince 
was but too well juſtified by the 
event. For, ſome days after, 


on enquiring after the priſoner, 


we were told that he had eſcaped, 
and had not ſince been heard 


of.] 


c You aſk what could be his 


e motives for delivering this man 


« jnto- 
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te jnto the hands of juſtice ?” con- 
tinued the Prince, © By what 
* other method, except this vio- 
« lent one, could he have wreſted 
6 from the Sicilian ſuch an infa- 
e mous and improbable confeſ- 
„ fjon, which, however, was mate- 
c rial to the ſucceſs of his plan? 
c Who but a man, whole caſe is 
te deſperate, and who has nothing 
* to loſe, would conſent to give 
ce ſo humiliating an account of 
himſelf? Under what other 


« circumſtances than ſuch as theſe 


c 


Lad 
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could we have believed ſuch a 


* conſeſlion ? 


” 
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« I grant all this, my Prince. 
«« The two apparitions were mere 
« contrivances of art. The Si- 
ce cilian has impoſed upon us a 
te tale which the Arminian his 
© maſter had previouſly taught 
« him. The efforts of both have 
been directed to the ſame end, 
c and from this mutual intelli- 
te gence all the wonderful incidents 
ce which have aſtoniſhed us in this 
« adventure may be eaſily ex- 
« plained. But the prophecy of 
« the ſquare of St. Mark, that 
ce firſt miracle, which, as it were, 
* opened the door to all the reſt, 
« remains ſtill unexplained; and 
ce of what uſe is the key to all his 
« Other 
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c other wonders, if we deſpair of 
*«-reſolving this ſingle one?“ 


© Rather invert the propoſition, ; 

* my dear Count, and ſay, what 

% do all theſe wonders prove, if I 

can demonſtrate that a ſingle one 

« among them is a maniſeſt de- 

ce ception? The prediction, I 

«own, is above my conception. 

« If it ſtood alone; if the Ar- 

; © minian had cloſed the ſcene 
1 « with it, I confeſs I. do not 
1 c know how far I might have 
e been carried. But in the 
c baſe alloy with which it 
cc jg mixed, it is certainly ſuſpi- 
ce cious. Time may explain, or 
= « not 
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« not explain it ; but believe me, 
« my friend !” added the Prince, 
taking my hand, with a grave 
countenance, © A man, who 
« can command ſupernatural pow- 
&« ers, has no occaſion to employ 
< the arts of a juggler ; he deſpiſes 


8 them.“ 


Thus, ſays Count O. . . . ended 
a converſation, which TI have re- 


lated intire; becauſe it thews the 


difficulties. which were to be over- 


come, before the Prince could be 


effectually impoſed upon. I hope 


it may free his memory from 
the imputation of having blindly 


and 
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and inconſiderately thrown him- 
ſelf into a ſnare, which was ſpread 
for his deſtruction by the moſt 
_ unheard of, and diabolical wick- 
edneſs. Not all thoſe, who at the 
moment I am writing this are, per- 
haps, ſmiling contemptuouſly atthe 
' Prince's credulity ; not all thoſe, 
who in the fancied ſuperiority 
of their own underſtandings, 
think themſelves entitled to 
condemn him; ner all thoſe, I 
apprehend, would have reſift- 
ed this firſt attempt with fo 


much firmneſs, If afterwards, 
notwithſtanding this happy pre- 
_ poſſeſſion, we witneſs his down- 


fall; if we ſee that the black de- 
P2 ſign 
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fign, againſt which, at its very 
opening, he was thus providen- 
tially warned, is finally ſucceſsful,. 
we are not ſo much inclined to- 
ridicule his weakneſs, as to be 
aſtoniſhed at the infamous inge- 
nuity of a plot, which could ſe- 
duce an underſtanding ſo admira- 
bly prepared. Conſiderations of 
intereſt have no influence in my 
teſtimony. He, who alone would 
be thankful for it, is now no 
more. His dreadful deſtiny- is 
accompliſhed. His ſoul has long 
ſince been purified before the 
throne of truth, where mine muſt 


likewiſe ſhortly appear. But for 
the ſake of juſtice,—and I hope 


the 
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the involuntary tear, which now 
flows at the remembrance of my 
friend, will be pardoned, for the 
ſake of juſtice I now declare it: 
He was agenerous man, and would 
have been an ornament to the 
throne; which, ſeduced by the 
molt infernal artifices, he at- 
tempted to aſcend, by the com- 


miſſion of a crime. 
— — — — 


THE tranſlator of this Frag- 
ment, which ends with the above 
reflections of Count O...,.. in 
order to remove the uncertainty 


in which the reader is lefr, as to 
the 
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the concluſion of theſe extraordi- 


nary adventures, and particularly 


with a view to explain ſome allu- 
ſions in the concluding paragraph, 
has thought it neceſſary to ſub- 
Join a few particulars, in addition 
to what appears 1a the original. 


The Gbojt-Seer was firſt publiſhed 


in a German periodical work of the 
name of Thalia, in detached parts. 


It appeared at a time when the 


ſec of the Illuminated, as it is cal- 
led, was beginning to extend itſelf 
very rapidly in Germany. .Fheſe 
people, it is well known, were 


accuſtomed to ſeduce the ignorant 


and the ſuperſtitious, by extrava- 
gant 
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giant and incredible tales of ſuper- 
natural powers and appearances. 


This ſtory being calculated in 
ſome meaſure, to expoſe theſe mi- 
raculous accounts would, of courſe, 
be received with avidity ; the edi- 
tor was therefore induced to pub- 
liſn the moſt intereſting part in a 
ſmall volume by itſelf ; and. it is 


from ſuch a. ſeparate edition that 


the preſent tranſlation has been 
made, 


The concluſion of theſe adven- 
tures is related, though very im- 
perfectly, in the periodical work. 
above-mentioned, It is princi- 
pally to be gathered from a very 
long correſpondence between the 
Prince 


. 
=" 
_ 


233 THE GHOST-SEER. 


Prince and Count O... chiefly 
on metaphyſical ſubjeAs. Theſe 
letters are very voluminous, and 
as the tranſlator has not ſeen them 


for ſeveral years, the annexed ac- 


count muſt of courſe be very im- 


perfect, as it is written entirely 
from recollection. | 


It appears, however, from the 
"ſequel, that the perſon ſo- often 
mentioned in the preceding work, 
under the name of the Arminian, 


was a Roman Catholic prieſt, In 


his attempts upon the Prince, he 


acted under the influence and di- 
rection of the Holy Inquiſition. 


The deſign of this venerable and 
en- 
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enlightened body was to gain him 

over to the Catholic religion, in 
order to make him at ſome future 
period, the inſtrument of diſſemi- 
nating it among his ſubjects. 


Among the unaccountable abſur- 
dities in human nature it may be 


remarked, that the zeal for mak- 
ing proſelytes will frequently urge 
men to the commiſſion of acts, 


which are directly inconſiſtent 


with the doctrines they are labour- 
ing to propagate, 


To the pretended Arminian, as 


a man of uncommon talents and 
of extraordinary art, was intruſted 
the conduct of this important 


enter- 


- 
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enterprize. In. executing a pro- 
ject ſo glorious for the Church, 
no means were to be accounted 


criminal, and he was therefore left 
to his own diſcretion. He began 


by ſecretly ſtudying the Prince's 
character. A German ſervant be- 


longing. to the latter, who had. 


diſappeared in a very unaccounta- 
ble manner, as mentioned in the 
beginning of theſe adventures, 
was, in this reſpect, of great uſe to 
him. This man, it was ſuppoſed, 
had been enticed from the ſervice 
of his maſter by the Arminian, as 
he was. afterwards diſcovered in a 
convent in the Giudecca, into which 


he had entered as a convert, 


From 


THE GHOST. SEER. 235 
From his communications the 
Arminian ſoon learned, that the 
mind of the Prince was particularly 
acceſſible to ſuch ideas as were 
ſuggeſted by any thing extraordi- 
nary or myſterious. In this quar- 
ter therefore he determined to aſ- 


ſail him. The Sicilian, who was 
known to be uncommonly expert 


in the arts of juggling and leger- 
demain, was employed as his al- 
ſiſtant. By their joint contrivances 
all the pretended miracles, related 
in the firſt part of this volume, were 


ſucceſſively produced. The ad- 
venture of the ſecond apparition 
was managed nearly according to 


the Prince's conjectures. The 
ghoſt 
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ghoſt itſelf was a living perſon 

properly equipped, and the whole 

tranſaction was a mere deception. 


The reader will recollect the 
account which was given of the 
perſon whom the Prince engaged 
as ſucceſſor to the ſervant who had 
left him. This man was alſo an 
agent of the Arminian's. He had 
contrived by ſome method, which 
does not appear, to procure e re- 
commendation'to the Prince's ban- 
ker, and by that means to the Prince 
himſelf. The latter ſoon perceived 
that his new ſervant poſſeſſed ſuch 
talents and qualities as are very 


- ſeldom found in a perſon in his 
ſituation, 
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ſituation, and in a ſhort time he 
became greatly attached to him. 


The man on his part was not idle; 


he loſt no opportunity of inſinua- 
ting himſelf into the Prince's favour, 


in which he at laſt ſucceeded ſo ef- 
fectually, that he became his ſole 


confident and gained an entire aſ- 
cendancy over him. Count O.... 
in the mean time, who was the 
only perſon to whoſe judgment the 
Prince paid any deference, de- 
parted for Courland. The Ar- 
minian and his colleague then be- 
gan to act more openly. They 
perceived however that, in order 
to complete the ſeduction of the 


Prince, it would be neceſfary to 
| call 
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call in the aidof female attractions. 
The principles of the perſon they 
had to deal with were not eaſily 
ſhaken, He had been early in- 
ſpired with the moſt exalted no- 
tions of ſtrict honour and ſteady 


reſolution, and nothing leſs than 
an entire ſubverſion of his facul- 
ties, was ſufficient to. overturn 
them. His new confident go- 
verned him completely, but he 


could not blind him. The at- 
tachment of one man to another 


however ardent it may be, as it pro- 


duces nothing of that diſorder of the 
ſenſes, nothing of that delirium in 
the mind, which are the ordinary 
effects of love, cannot be ſo eaſily 

per- 
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perverted to the purpoſes of de- 
ception. 


»FThey therefore engaged the aſ- 


ſiſtance of a young woman of ex- 
quiſite beauty, and of a cunning 
and addreſs not inferior to theit 
own. Methods were next to be 


deviſed to make the Prince fall 


deſperately in love. The latter 
on this occaſion was expected to 


be ſomewhat untractable. They 


knew his utter indifference to fe- 


male beauty, and that the mere 
allurements of ſenſe would fail to 


conquer him. In his imagination, 
cequally vivid and viſionary, he 


was alone vulnerable. The young 


woman 


woman was therefore exhibited to 
his view under ſuch circumſtances- 
as-were calculated to impreſs him. 
The firſt time he ſaw her was in a 
ſolitary chapel in the midſt of a. 
ſequeſtered grove. She was knee- 
ling at the foot of the altar in the 
attitude and attire-of ſomething 
more than mortal. In that light 
ſhe appeared to the Prince. He 
was completely faſcinated. He re- 
turned home, and in the heat of 
his extaſy and admiration, he re- 

lated to his confident what he had 
ſeen, and intreated him, if poſſible, 
to find out this celeſtial object. 

The taſk, it may be ſuppoſed, was 

not difficult,--difficulties, however, 
| were 
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were pretended in order to enflame 
the Prince's paſſion, which at 
length, irritated by delays and 
diſappointments, became impetu- 
ous and ungovernable. It was 
then thought proper to gratify his 
wiſhes. He was introduced to the 
object of his adoration, Loſt and 
bewildered in a maze of pleaſure, 
till then unknown to him, his 
paſſion knew no bounds, He re- 
ſigned himſelf intirely to its dic- 
tates, and every rational and manly 


ſentiment was quickly forgotten, 


Enſnared in this manner by the 
united artifices of a woman and a 
prieſt, the Prince was ſoon com- 


. pletely 
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| 4 pletely perverted. He embraced 1 
| | the Catholic faith, and under the 
E -__ + Tidiculouspretence of gaining mil- 


lions of deluded Proteſtants tot he 
true Church, he was brought to | 
conſent to the murder of the | 
: Prince who barred his aſcent to = | 
the throne. The attempt how- | 
ever did not ſucceed, and the ſame 
_ perſons who engaged him in the 
crime, inflicted his puniſhment. 
3 avoid the danger of a diſco- 
5 very, they diſpatched him by poi- 
- hep ſon, and he died in the bittereſt - 7 
agonies of contrition and remorſe, = I 


. 2 wages 
war” 


. * | 
i, 4% of i 
: " * \ ** 1 | 
# WW N N 


/ c Ze WR i —++ 


=. 


p— —E—EkF 


* 


— „ 


. 


